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Health  Department, 

Berkeley  Chambers, 

Berkeley  Street, 

Gloucester. 

April,  1968. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  the  twentieth  Annual  Report  I have  written  in  Gloucestershire  and  it  is  the  first  time  there  has 
been  a decrease  in  the  population.  This  was  due  to  the  transfer  on  1st  April,  1967,  to  Gloucester  City  of 
parts  of  nine  neighbouring  parishes  of  the  Gloucester  Rural  District  with  an  estimated  population  of  16,850. 
The  County  population  for  mid  1967  was  549,190  as  against  552,460  in  mid  1966.  Following  the  national 
trend,  the  birth  rate  also  fell,  but  it  is  still  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  There  was  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  so  that  the  rate  was  higher  than  in  1966  but  is  still  below 
the  national  average. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  again  a new  low  record  and  as  there  were  fewer  stillbirths,  the  perinatal 
mortality  rate  (stillbirths  plus  deaths  of  infants  in  first  week  of  life  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  was 
only  20.9.  This  is  a figure  which  points  to  good  ante-natal  care  and  good  arrangements  at  child  birth.  There 
was  a smaller  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  but  an  increase  in  deaths  from  lung  cancer  (associated  with 
cigarette  smoking),  cancer  of  the  breast  and  cancer  of  the  womb.  Cancer  in  these  three  organs  can  be 
detected  much  earlier  with  a better  chance  of  cure,  but  unfortunately  not  enough  people  take  advantage  of 
the  facilities  available.  This  is  typified  in  the  cervical  cytology  clinics  which  have  now  been  running  long 
enough  for  us  to  see  that  women  in  the  appropriate  age  range  are  not  coming  forward  as  Women’s  Organisa- 
tions tried  to  make  us  believe  they  would  before  the  Hospital  Laboratory  Service  was  ready  to  accept 
specimens  from  our  clinics  or  the  family  doctor. 

Although  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  showed  a further  fall,  the  number  of  deaths  increased 
by  two.  These  were  in  the  older  age  ranges  and  do  not  mean  that  tuberculosis  was  necessarily  the  terminal 
event.  This  is  because  of  the  Registrar  General’s  method  of  recording. 

From  the  1st  January,  1967,  birth  records  have  been  created  through  a computer  from  information 
provided  at  birth,  on  discharge  from  midwifery  care  at  ten  days,  after  twenty-eight  days  for 
premature  babies,  and  at  suitable  times  concerning  vaccination  and  immunisation.  Additionally,  risk  and 
medical  factors  are  brought  in  as  they  become  known.  The  records  are  regularly  updated  and  are  immedi- 
ately accessible  for  children  resident  in  the  County.  From  the  computer  records  come  notifications  to 
Registrars,  analyses  of  births  and  other  statistics,  a complete  vaccination  and  immunisation  record  for  each 
child,  with  reminders  when  a child  is  not  protected  commensurate  with  age,  lists  for  General  Practitioners 
of  children  immunised  at  clinics  ; also  automatic  screening  of  children  at  risk.  It  is  believed  that  this  is  the 
widest  application  in  the  country  in  the  use  of  a computer  in  child  health  records.  In  due  course  school 
health  records  can  be  taken  in  as  the  child  reaches  school  age.  Ultimately  there  will  be  available  computerised 
records  of  all  children. 

The  Committee’s  proposals  in  the  ten  year  building  programme  have  never  shown  signs  of  being 
achieved  and  1967  was  another  year  of  postponement  of  important  projects,  but  the  opening  of  the  new 
Cheltenham  Ambulance  Control  Station  was  welcomed  not  least  for  the  improved  working  conditions  which 
it  provided.  A new  Dental  Clinic  was  brought  into  use  at  Winchcombe.  The  most  interesting  project 
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to  be  completed  was  the  new  complex  of  buildings  at  Cinderford.  There,  on  the  same  site,  is  an  Adult 
Training  Centre  for  the  Subnormal,  an  Occupational  Centre  for  the  Physically  Handicapped  and  a Sheltered 
Workshop  for  the  Disabled,  sharing  a common  dining,  recreation  and  club  room.  The  Workshop  is  a step 
for  the  disabled  between  the  occupational  centre  or  unemployment  and  Remploy  or  return  to  ordinary 
work.  It  is  substantially  subsidised  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour.  The  Ministry  of  Health  gave  the  concept 
what  appeared  to  be  guarded  approval  by  indicating  that  it  would  watch  the  progress  with  interest.  So  far 
the  project  goes  well  after  several  months  in  action. 

Further  interest  in  Health  Centres  by  General  Medical  Practitioners  was  stimulated  by  the  new 
charter  they  negotiated  with  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Building  of  the  Health  Centre  at  Thornbury  started 
during  the  year  and  provisional  plans  for  Health  Centres  at  Yate  and  Stroud  were  agreed  with  all  the 
doctors  practising  in  those  areas. 

As  the  number  of  babies  born  at  home  has  again  decreased,  some  adjustment  of  midwives  and  district 
nurses’  areas  has  been  possible.  With  an  increase  in  the  early  discharge  of  mothers  after  confinement  district 
work  is  altering,  but  it  has  been  possible  in  rural  areas  to  keep  district  nurse/midwives  who  have  only  a few 
home  deliveries  up-to-date  in  the  practice  of  deliveries  by  seconding  them  to  intermediate  refresher  courses 
in  co-operation  with  Maternity  Hospital  Matrons  to  undertake  hospital  deliveries.  With  the  opening  of 
the  Gloucester  General  Practitioner  Unit  midwives  around  the  City  of  Gloucester  can  deliver  patients 
with  their  own  family  doctors  in  the  Hospital  and  nurse  them  at  home. 

The  County  Nursing  Service  has  always  been  affiliated  to  the  Queens  Institute  of  District  Nursing 
who  have  arranged  training  for  District  Nurses.  When  the  Institute  ceased  arrangements  for  training, 
negotiations  took  place  with  the  Gloucester  City  Nursing  Service,  and  a satisfactory  scheme  was  evolved 
which  will  mean  that  an  active  part  of  the  training  will  take  place  in  the  County’s  service. 

More  attachment  schemes  for  Health  Visitors,  Nurses  and  Midwives  with  General  Practitioners  have 
been  arranged.  This  is  a further  development  of  one  of  the  many  aspects  of  the  Council’s  health  services 
being  integrated  with  another  part  of  the  National  Health  Service. 

The  National  Health  Service  (Family  Planning)  Act  came  into  operation  in  the  middle  of  the  year. 
The  Council  agreed  to  implement  their  new  powers  by  extending  the  service  provided  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  for  women  who  needed  advice,  equipment  or  material  to  prevent  further  pregnancies  which 
might  be  dangerous  to  the  mother’s  health.  The  extension  covers  women  for  whom  pregnancy  would  cause 
or  exacerbate  social  problems.  Implementation  was  through  Family  Planning  Association  Clinics  as  the 
Council’s  agents.  The  Ministry  of  Health  letter  on  the  Act  referred  to  the  position  of  the  unmarried  in  this 
context  and  now  that  the  Family  Planning  Associations  have  agreed  to  give  their  facilities  to  the  unmarried 
with  the  emphasis  on  advice,  the  agreement  to  allow  the  Bristol  Brook  Clinic  sessional  use  of  one  of  our 
clinics  was  not  so  revolutionary  as  first  appeared.  It  may  well  be  a development  to  help  stem  the  number  of 
Uegitimate  births  with  all  the  distress  and  problems  they  incur. 

With  the  run  down  of  Civil  Defence,  the  Committee  was  given  a new  responsibility  to  develop  a 
volunteer  auxiliary  of  the  Ambulance  Service.  By  the  time  the  plan  was  being  implemented  by  recruitment 
of  drivers  and  attendants  the  Government  decided  not  to  require  a service  to  be  provided. 

In  1948  it  was  thought  that  Child  Welfare  Centres  would  disappear  and  the  medical  supervision  of 
children  up  to  the  age  of  five  would  be  undertaken  by  family  doctors.  Up  to  now  only  a relatively  few 
doctors  hold  special  sessions  for  the  work  and  there  has  been  continued  demand  for  more  Centres.  There 
were  96  in  1948.  Last  year  there  were  no  and  two  specially  designed  mobile  clinics  visited  81  villages  at 
regular  intervals.  The  practice  in  Centres  has  changed  as  the  general  physical  and  nutritional  state  of  young 
children  has  improved.  Emphasis  is  no  longer  on  malnutrition  and  weighing,  but  early  detection  of  devia- 
tion from  normal  development,  immunisation,  advice  on  general  care  and  emotional  problems,  and  general 
education  of  mothers  in  child  care.  There  is  more  emphasis  than  ever  on  voluntary  help  provided  through 
the  Federation  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  to  whom  we  are  grateful. 
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The  two  Homes  for  the  Blind  administered  by  the  Committee  were  transferred  to  the  Welfare  Com- 
mittee during  the  year  with  the  hope  that  in  time  blind  persons  would  not  be  segregated  from  other  old 
persons  in  residential  care  and  that  blind  persons  could  be  accommodated  nearer  to  their  former  place  of 
residence. 

This  will  be  my  last  Annual  Report  as  your  County  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  and  I record  my  thanks 
to  the  Council  which  has  so  fully  implemented  and  developed  its  responsibilities  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  other  legislation  associated  with  Health.  It  has  involved  a high  rate  of  expenditure. 
It  has  been  necessary  to  work  closely  with  the  Hospital  Service,  the  services  of  the  Executive  Council  and 
the  Milk  Sub-Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  The  Council  has  also  helped  the 
District  Councils  in  the  high  costs  involved  in  the  basic  health  provisions  of  water  supplies  and  sewerage. 
The  following  report  records  some  of  the  facts  of  the  work  covered,  statistics  and  indications  of  the  health 
of  the  County  residents  so  far  as  present  methods  of  recording  are  available. 

Comparison  with  statistics  of  twenty  years  ago  does  perhaps  show  a dividend.  In  1948,  seven  mothers 
died  in  childbirth  ; none  died  in  1966  or  1967.  In  1948,  thirty  babies  per  1,000  born  died  within  a year 
compared  with  fifteen  in  1967.  Twenty  years  ago  443  persons  developed  pulmonary  tuberculosis  as  compared 
with  75  in  1967.  A very  large  vaccination  and  immunisation  programme  is  now  carried  out  and  there  are 
no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  to  record.  Milk  is  a safe  drink.  Your  Chiropody  Service  ensures 
that  thousands  of  the  elderly  have  comfortable  feet.  The  Home  Help  Service  ensures  some  comfort  for 
3,000  persons  in  their  own  homes,  including  900  over  the  age  of  80.  These  are  only  a few  of  the  benefits. 

I have  also  been  fortunate  in  having  as  a team  a hard  working,  loyal  and  devoted  staff  of  professional, 
technical,  administrative,  clerical  officers,  drivers,  students,  caretakers,  home  helps,  cleaners  and  others 
with  the  general  label  of  Miscellaneous.  I record  my  thanks  on  your  behalf  to  many  voluntary  bodies  used 
in  the  Health  Service. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Geo.  F.  Bramley, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  COUNTY 


Area  (in  acres)  : — 

Urban  ... 

24,246 

Rural  ... 

746,048 

770,294 

Population  : — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (Mid-year,  1967)  : — 

Urban  ... 

181,070 

Rural  ... 

364,120 

545T90 

Rateable  Value  ( 1 st  April,  1967) 

...  ... 

£18,910,687 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

... 

£78,598 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : — 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

...  ... 

9,364 

Illegitimate 

... 

630 

Total 

9,994 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

...  ... 

18.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

... 

6.3 

Stillbirths 

...  ... 

124 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

... 

12.3 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

... 

10,118 

Infants  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

... 

156 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

...  ... 

15.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

...  ... 

14.3 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

... 

3i.7 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

... 

10.6 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

8.8 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 

1,000  total 

live  and  stillbirths) 

... 

20.9 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  

...  ... 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
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i.  Live  Birth  Rate 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  1967  was  18.2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  19. 1 in  1966. 
The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  figures  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Urban 

18.6 

19.0 

19.0 

18.5 

17.7 

Rural  ... 

19.6 

19.7 

20.2 

19.4 

18.5 

Administrative  County 

19.2 

19.5 

19.8 

19.1 

18.2 

England  and  Wales  ... 

18.2 

18.4 

18. 1 

17.7 

17.2 

After  adjustment  by  the  Area  Comparability  Factor  (0.97)  the  Live  Birth  Rate  (17.7)  is  still  above 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (17.2). 


2.  Death  Rate 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  10. 1 per  1,000  of  population  as  compared  with  a rate  of  10.76  last 
year.  After  adjustment  by  the  Area  Comparability  Factor  (1.06)  the  Death  Rate  (10.7)  compares  favourably 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (11.2). 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  County  during  1967  was  5,538  and  chief  causes  of  death  are  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Urban 

Rural 

Whole 

County 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

Urban 

Rural 

Whole 

County 

Heart  Disease 

742 

4-i 

1,192 

3-2 

U934 

3.5 

37-3 

33-6 

34-9 

Cancer 

430 

2.4 

680 

1.8 

1, no 

2.0 

21.6 

19.1 

20.0 

Vascular  lesion 
of  nervous 

system 

268 

i-5 

532 

1.4 

800 

1.4 

13.5 

15.0 

14.4 

Pneumonia 

116 

0.6 

239 

0.6 

355 

0.6 

5.8 

6.7 

6.4 

Bronchitis 

49 

0.3 

120 

0.3 

169 

0-3 

2.5 

34 

3-o 

Other  Circula- 

tory  Diseases 

74 

0.4 

167 

0.4 

241 

0.4 

3-7 

4-7 

4-3 

Accidents 

48 

0.3 

151 

0.4 

199 

0.4 

2.4 

4.2 

3.6 

10 


3.  Infantile  Mortality 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  was  15.4.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period  was  18.3,  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 


Year 

Urt 

3 an 

Rural 

Whole  County 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1958 

59 

22.1 

99 

18.6 

158 

19.8 

22.6 

1959 

54 

I9-3 

90 

16.8 

144 

17.7 

22.2 

i960 

48 

15-5 

108 

18.8 

156 

17.7 

21.9 

1961 

59 

19.2 

113 

18.7 

172 

18.9 

21.6 

1962 

79 

24.4 

108 

17.1 

187 

19.6 

21.6 

1963 

60 

18.5 

122 

18.0 

182 

18.2 

21. 1 

1964 

55 

16.5 

121 

18.2 

176 

17.0 

19.9 

1965 

50 

14.7 

127 

17.3 

177 

16.5 

19.0 

1966 

52 

15.6 

116 

16.0 

168 

15-9 

19.0 

1967 

44 

13-7 

no 

16.2 

154 

154 

18.3 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  COUNTY 
1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  at  the  Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary. 


(6)  REPORT  OF  E.  G.  WHITTLE,  ESQ.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  PUBLIC  ANALYST 

Summary  of  Examinations 

Milks  ... 

1,640 

Food  Drugs  ... 

754 

Water  Swimming  Bath  and  Effluents 

80 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

326 

Gas  Chromatography 

35i 

National  Pesticide  Scheme  ... 

12 

Miscellaneous 

83 

3*246 

Air  Pollution 

Lead  Peroxide  ... 

23 

Deposit  Gauges 

22 

Spectrographic  Analyses 

52 

Chlorination  ... 

99 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons 

12 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

10 

218 

II 


Air  pollution  examinations  have  fallen  off  with  only  Stroud  submitting  Smoke  Stains,  for  check 
purposes,  for  the  whole  year,  Sodbury  for  the  first  quarter  only  and  Dursley  resuming  on  ist  April,  1967, 
to  give  three  quarters  readings.  The  Thornbury  Authority  has  continued  its  work  with  lead  peroxide 
cylinders  and  deposit  gauges  at  both  Brynleaze  and  Walning  Farms. 


Summary  of  Milk  Analyses 

Total  Alilks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,640 

Ordinary  Milks  with  fat  deficiencies  ...  ...  15 

with  Added  water  .. . ...  ...  21 

Abnormal  solids  not  fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Poor  quality — fats  just  less  than  3 per  cent  ...  10 

Appeal  to  cow  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Channel  Island — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  188 

Fat  deficient  ...  ...  ...  6 

Watered  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Abnormal  solids  not  fat  . . . ...  Nil 

Poor  quality  ...  ...  ...  5 

Formal  milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  437 

School  milks  M.M.B.  Contract  samples  ...  ...  29 

Added  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suspicious  milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


1,452  Ordinary  milks  were  taken  and  these  included  1,128  for  antibiotics  which  were  also  examined 
for  compositional  quality.  15  ordinary  milks  were  fat  deficient  and  21  contained  added  water.  29  milks  were 
abnormal  in  solids  not  fat  and  10  had  fat  just  below  3 per  cent  and  were  designated  poor  quality.  Of  188 
Channel  Island  milks  6 were  fat  deficient,  8 were  watered  and  5 were  of  poor  quality.  Three  M.M.B.  milks 
of  the  29  examined  showed  added  water.  Two  samples  were  designated  as  suspicious  in  respect  of  watering 
with  freezing  points  fractionally  below  0.530  C. 


Antibiotics  in  Milk 

Quarters 

ist 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

No. 

+ ve 

No. 

+ ve 

No. 

+ve 

No. 

+ ve 

‘ A 5 series  samples 

153 

13 

96 

Nil 

70 

Nil 

21 

Nil 

£ B ’ series  samples 

117 

5 

102 

5 

72 

Nil 

36 

Nil 

‘ C ’ series  samples 

139 

7 

104 

3 

138 

Nil 

80 

Nil 

409 

25 

302 

8 

280 

Nil 

137 

Nil 

+ ve  signifies  antibiotics  present. 
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A total  of  1,128  milks  were  examined  for  antibiotics  which  were  reported  present  in  33  samples,  all 
occurring  in  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year.  This  represents  2.9  per  cent  of  all  samples,  slightly  better 
than  the  1966  figure  of  3,3  per  cent.  Because  of  the  epidemic  of  foot  and  mouth,  sampling  was  stopped  in 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  after  only  137  samples  had  been  taken.  Nevertheless  it  is  most  satisfactory  to 
report  that  there  were  no  instances  of  the  presence  of  antibiotics  in  the  417  samples  taken  in  the  last  two 
quarters  of  the  year.  It  would  appear  that  the  knowledge  that  samples  may  be  taken  at  any  time  is  having 
the  desired  effect,  and  that  the  appropriate  retention  time  is  being  fully  enforced  before  milk  is  released 
for  sale,  after  animals  have  been  treated  with  antibiotics. 


Foods  other  than  Milk  Showing  Irregularities 


c.7121 

Bread  and  Butter — Informal 

The  fat  in  this  sample  was  not  butterfat  and  suggested  the 
use  of  margarine  with  10  per  cent  of  butter. 

c.7312 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of 
Quinine  with  Cinnamon — 

Formal 

Deficient  in  ammonia  to  the  extent  of  47  per  cent. 

C.7280 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of 
Quinine  with  Cinnamon — 

Informal 

Deficient  in  Ammonia  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent. 

C.7343 

Pork  Sausages — Informal 

Contained  undeclared  preservative  sulphur  dioxide  to  the 
extent  of  260  ppm. 

C.7402 

Bread  and  Butter — Formal 

Contained  not  less  than  25  per  cent  of  margarine  and  not 
more  than  75  per  cent  of  butter. 

C.7407 

Pork  Sausages — Formal 

Contained  undeclared  preservative,  sulphur  dioxide  to  the 
extent  of  256  ppm. 

A.7944 

Pork  Sausages — Informal 

Contained  only  58.6  per  cent  meat  and  hence  9.9  per  cent 
deficient  in  meat. 

A.7956 

Mincemeat — Informal 

Contained  only  1.6  per  cent  of  fat  and  hence  deficient  in 
fat  to  the  extent  of  36  per  cent. 

A. 8021 

Pork  Sausages — Formal 

Contained  sulphur  dioxide  equivalent  to  260  ppm.  which 
was  not  declared,  and  was  also  18  per  cent  deficient  in 
meat. 

Foreign  Bodies 

B.7381 

Sugar 

Contained  a live  immature  moth  larva  of  the  Ephestia  group . 

C.7273 

Polony 

Contained  a portion  of  an  aluminium  clip  as  used  for 
sealing  the  polony. 

C.7274 

Corned  Beef  Cob 

The  meat  portion  contained  a strip  of  metal  probably 
stripped  from  the  corned  beef  can  when  it  was  opened. 

C.7419 

Cake 

Contained  a cockroach  with  wings  and  parts  of  legs 
missing. 

B.7706 

Can  of  Rhubarb 

Shown  to  contain  metal  turnings,  consisting  essentially  of 
iron. 

C.7610 

Bread 

Foreign  matter  was  a portion  of  brown  flour. 

C.7659 

Milk 

Containing  a fragment  of  glass  weighing  0.05  g.  which 
because  of  its  shape  could  pass  lengthwise  along  a 
drinking  straw. 

B.7816 

Milk 

Contained  a small  greyish  brown  pebble  roughly  pyramidal 
in  shape. 
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B.7938 

Milk 

Contained  the  pupa  of  the  Drosophila  busckii,  the  common 
fruit  fly.  These  are  attracted  by  milk  residues  and  the 
housewife  can  play  a useful  part  in  reducing  the  nuisance 
by  well  rinsing  bottles  before  returning  them  to  the 
dairy. 

C.7768 

Milk 

Contained  pieces  of  broken  glass,  the  largest  piece 
weighing  0.97  g.  with  three  pieces  weighing  0.17  g. 

C.7769 

Buttered  Roll 

Contained  hard  black  material  identified  as  dirty  dough. 

C.7855 

Sausage 

Contained  portions  of  a plastic  marking  or  identification 
tag. 

A. 8022 

Potato  crisps 

Contained  a 3 inch  length  of  plastic  material  with  a brown 
sticky  mass  of  burnt  starchy  matter  and  traces  of  mineral 
oil. 

C.8035 

8036 

Lemonade 

Contained  a minute  amount  of  white  flocculent  vegetable 
matter. 

Comment  on  other  Foods  and  Drugs  showing  points  of  interest 

A number  of  minced  meats  satisfied  the  Meat  (Treatment)  Regulations  in  being  free  from  ascorbic 
and  nicotinic  acids. 

A sample  submitted  as  Magnesium  Trisilicate  B.P.C.,  proved  to  be  the  compound  magnesium  trisilicate 
powder  with  only  25  per  cent  of  silicate. 

An  asthma  remedy  contained  sodium  benzoate  proof  spirit,  oil  of  tar  and  iodides  of  potassium  and 
sodium  in  close  accord  with  stated  amounts.  Remedy  regarded  as  of  doubtful  efficiency  and  that  for  the 
treatment  of  asthma  such  drugs  as  ephedrine  are  more  likely  to  be  used. 

A number  of  cheeses  and  spreads,  English  and  continental  varieties,  were  examined  for  fat  and  moisture 
and  all  complied  with  the  Cheese  Regulations  1966,  and  the  Amendment  in  1967. 

Several  baby  foods  were  examined  for  meat  content  and  most  were  relatively  low.  Being  designed 
for  infant  feeding  these  would  obviously  not  comply  with  ordinary  canned  meat  standards.  Nevertheless 
some  form  of  control  seems  desirable. 

Twelve  samples  of  sherries  draught  and  bottled  with  several  from  Cyprus,  were  examined  for  total 
solids  and  proof  spirit.  The  latter  ranged  from  25.5  to  31.3  per  cent.  The  total  solids  characterised  the  type, 
e.g.  dry  or  sweet  sherry. 

Seven  samples  of  bread  and  butter  were  examined  for  the  nature  of  the  fat.  In  all  cases  this  was 
entirely  butterfat. 

A yoghurt  alleged  to  be  flavoured  with  blackcurrents.  Apart  from  the  characteristic  taste  it  was  possible 
to  detect  genuine  seeds  of  the  blackcurrant  fruit. 

Samples  of  bottled  Mussels,  Cockles,  Jellied  Eels  and  Whelks  were  found  to  be  free  from  excessive 
siliceous  matter.  Most  were  in  1.0  to  1.5  per  cent  acetic  acid. 

A sample  of  blackcurrents  showed  the  presence  of  0.95  ppm.  of  metasystox,  is  mentioned  in  the  G.L.C. 
section.  It  can  be  noted  here  that  this  amount  is  just  at  the  Canadian  tolerance  limit  for  a closely  allied 
pesticide,  systox  or  demeton.  For  example  the  tolerance  of  systox  for  strawberries  is  0.5  ppm. 

A sample  of  pork  sausages  contained  66  per  cent  of  meat,  but  of  this  39  per  cent  was  fat,  leaving  only 
27  per  cent  of  lean  meat.  The  1967  Regulations  for  Sausages  will  later  impose  a fat  maximum  of  50  per  cent 
— (|)  of  the  total  meat. 

A lettuce  contained  0.5  ppm.  of  Rogor  or  Dimethoate.  This  is  the  first  instance  we  have  had  of  the 
use  of  this  organophosphorus  pesticide.  The  Canadian  tolerance  is  stated  as  4 ppm. 
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A sample  of  frozen  frogs  proved  an  unusual  and  exotic  delicacy.  The  legs  were  those  of  the  common 
American  Bull  Frog.  The  full  length  was  eight  inches.  This  and  two  other  species  are  the  only  ones  native 
to  the  U.S.A.  which  are  large  enough  to  be  acceptable  to  the  market.  It  has  been  successfully  transplanted 
to  Hawaii  and  Japan.  It  is  strictly  a lake  and  pond  dweller  and  it  feeds  upon  water  birds,  ducklings  and 
swallows  and  is  also  cannabalistic.  All  frogs  are  caught  wild.  Frog  farms  have  been  tried  but  have  failed. 

Analgesic  tablets  were  found  to  be  correctly  compounded  but  contained  free  salicylic  acid,  which  was 
however,  within  the  limit  set  for  the  aspirin  contained  in  the  tablets.  The  amount  might  make  the  tablets 
unpleasant  but  would  not  have  caused  illness  as  alleged. 

A rum  butter  contained  2.5  per  cent  of  proof  spirit,  equivalent  to  3.5  per  cent  of  rum  of  70  per  cent 
proof.  This  is  about  the  “ normal  ” figure  for  a rum  butter.  Much  above  this  amount  would  involve  an 
Excise  Licence. 

A whisky  flavour  marmalade  gave  no  evidence  of  alcohol,  as  would  be  expected  of  an  article  with  an 
added  whisky  flavour.  The  designation,  whisky  flavoured,  would  certainly  have  a different  connotation. 

A number  of  newer-drugs  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in  accord  with  B.P.  monographs  in  respect 
of  active  ingredients. 


Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act 


p & p 38 
p & p 36 

P.C.N.B.  Dust 

Soils  37  and  39 

p & p 63 
p & p 64 

Scale  Remover 

Oven  Cleaner 

p & p 40 

Hair  Colorant  Shampoo 

p & p 41 

Hair  lightener  with  control 
conditioner 

p & p 18 

Battery  Additive 

p & p 65 

Black  Hair  Dye 

P & P 66 

Oven  Cleaner  Spray 

Contained  parachloronitrobenzene  as  stated 

Samples  36  to  39  covered  a problem  relating  to  the  growth 
of  lettuce.  No  growth  regulators  were  found  in  any  of 
the  soils. 

Contained  sulphamic  acid  which  is  not  a classified  poison. 

Contained  1.6  per  cent  sodium  hydroxide  and  1.2  per  cent 
sodium  carbonate  with  some  detergent  and  hence  free 
from  restriction  on  sale. 

A basic  dye  in  neutral  solution.  There  is  thus  no  need  for 
statutory  control  or  special  labelling. 

Comprised  two  items  one  of  20  volume  hydrogen  peroxide 
and  the  second  a sachet  containing  a detergent  and 
ammonia.  No  special  control  or  labelling  required. 

Contained  0.7  per  cent  of  cadmium  expressed  as  Cd.  I 
can  offer  no  explanation  as  to  the  manner  in  which  such 
an  additive  is  supposed  to  work. 

Comprised  two  items,  one  of  urea  hydrogen  peroxide  as  a 
decolorising  agent  and  the  other  a tube  of  black  dye  or 
cream  with  1.5  per  cent  of  ammonia  and  a small  amount 
of  para  tolylene  diamine.  The  latter  is  a Part  II  poison 
and  there  was  an  adequate  disclaimer. 

Consisted  of  2.6  per  cent  sodium  hydroxide  and  0.8  per 
cent  sodium  carbonate  and  is  free  from  restriction  on 
sale. 


Merchandise  Marks  Act 

Six  petrol/oil  mixtures  were  examined  and  four  were  substantially  correct  having  ratios  of  the  order  of 
20  petrol  to  1 of  oil,  a mixture  most  suited  for  motor  scooters  and  the  like.  One  mixture  contained  0.15  per 
cent  of  oil  giving  a ratio  of  something  over  600  to  1,  indicating  a gross  deficiency  of  oil  in  the  mixture.  A 
second  mixture  gave  a ratio  of  35  to  1,  indicative  of  a 40  per  cent  deficiency  in  oil. 
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Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

306  samples  were  examined,  that  is  nearly  80  more  than  in  1966. 

148  Fertilisers  were  submitted  and  of  these  12  received  comment  for  various  irregularities  of  nitrogen, 
soluble  and  insoluble  phosphate  and  potash. 

Of  158  Feeding  Stuffs,  12  required  comment  on  protein  and  oil  variations.  There  were  no  adverse 
comments  involving  fibre  figures.  None  of  the  irregularities  was  unduly  excessive  and  certainly  there  was 
no  persistence  of  offences  such  as  would  warrant  prosecutions.  Most  of  the  problems  were  resolved  by 
discussions,  advice  or  warnings. 

Urea  was  found  as  declared  in  several  samples  and  was  usually  of  the  order  of  0.5  to  2.0  per  cent. 
4 per  cent  seems  the  absolute  maximum  which  is  desirable.  Each  1 per  cent  of  urea  is  approximately 
equivalent  to  3.0  per  cent  of  what  is  called  “ crude  ” protein.  The  addition  of  urea  raises  problems  of  the 
method  of  declaration  of  protein  and  it  seems  most  desirable  that  the  protein  figure  given  in  the  Statutory 
Statement  should  be  the  true  protein,  without  regard  for  any  protein  equivalence  of  the  added  urea  which 
I feel  should  be  separately  declared. 

Waters,  Effluents  etc. 


Mains  Supplies 

...  ...  ... 

11 

Wells,  Boreholes  and  Springs 

...  ...  ... 

32 

Sewage  Effluents,  Trade  Wastes 

and  Streams 

23 

Swimming  Baths 

...  ...  ... 

5 

Miscellaneous  ... 

...  ...  ... 

9 

80 


Three  of  the  eleven  mains  supply  samples  were  chemically  unsatisfactory.  In  two  cases  this  was  due 
to  stagnant  water  in  dead  end  mains  and  in  a third  there  was  an  undue  amount  of  iron. 

Of  thirty-two  samples  from  Wells,  Boreholes  and  Springs,  sixteen  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory  by 
reason  of  high  solids,  high  loss  on  ignition,  high  nitrates  or  ammonias,  and  excess  hardness  or  undue  trace 
metals. 

Miscellaneous 

83  specimens  were  submitted  by  the  County  Council  and  various  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils, 
and  these  serve  to  illustrate  the  varied  nature  of  the  County  work.  Mention  can  be  made  of  a few  of  the 
more  interesting  examinations. 

M.14  Potato  Crisps  Showed  evidence  of  purple  patches  which  were  in  fact  of 

natural  occurence  and  due  to  the  variety  of  Potato, 
Record,  used  by  crisp  manufacturers. 

M.26  Milk  contained  a live  slug  The  general  background  story  to  this  case  indicated  that 

the  slug  was  very  probably  introduced  into  the  milk  as 
a practical  joke. 

M.59  A number  of  flies  were  shown  to  be  cluster  flies  with  one  specimen  each  of  the  bluebottle, 

the  greenbottle  and  a small  gnat. 

M.69  Cornflakes  contained  fragments  of  wax  from  the  lining  of  the  packet. 

M.139  Doughnut  Contained  fragments  of  jute  fibres. 

M.181  Bread  contained  the  wing  of  a cockroach. 

M.238  A sludge  contained  fat  of  domestic  origin  probably  from  a sink  waste  and  also  an  oil  with 
the  characteristics  of  a mineral  oil. 

M.244  Sausage  skins  in  well  packed  and  protected  containers.  The  trace  of  nickel  oxide  on  the 
outside  of  some  containers  would  have  little  or  no  chance  of  contaminating  the  skins. 
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M.,295  Milk  contained  a pellicle  of  algal  growth. 

M.320  Cat  food  was  contaminated  with  a lubricating  grease. 

M.412  Sausage  rolls  contained  part  of  a wasp. 

M.446  Bread  contained  an  agglomeration  of  calcium  carbonate  with  a little  iron.  Both  ingredients 
are  used  in  the  fortification  of  flour  and  had,  in  this  case,  failed  to  have  been  mixed 
evenly  in  the  flour  used  to  prepare  the  bread. 

M.449  Bacon  found  to  be  stained  with  lubricating  oil. 

M.579  Cooken  found  to  contain  three  small  fragments  of  a plastic  P.T.F.E.  derived  from  a non- 
stick frying  pan. 

M.602  Milk  bottle  found  to  be  stained  with  a film  of  carbon,  very  probably  due  to  the  firing  of 
a firework  rocket. 

M.564  Neapolitan  Slice  contained  a drawing  pin  in  one  slice  of  six  in  a pack. 


Gas  Liquid  Chromatography 


Following  the  success  of  the  1966  Survey,  fruits  and  vegetables  were  again  examined  for  insecticide 
residues.  As  well  as  organo-chlorine  insecticides,  a search  for  organo-phosphorus  insecticide  residues  was 
made,  particularly  in  the  period  May  - September. 

A total  of  364  samples  was  taken  including  12  under  the  National  Pesticide  Scheme.  The  table  shows 
the  samples  and  the  number  examined. 


Sample  Number 

Apple  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Apple  Beverage  ...  ...  13 

Apricot  ...  ...  ...  2 

Asparagus  ...  ...  ...  1 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Beetroot  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blackcurrant  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bread  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broad  Bean  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cabbage  ...  ...  ...  3 

Canned  Veg. /Fruit  ...  ...  13 

Carrot  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cauliflower  ...  ...  ...  2 

Celery  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cherry  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cucumber  ...  ...  ...  3 

Currant  ...  ...  ...  12 

Date  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gooseberry  ...  ...  ...  3 

Grape  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grapefruit  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Green  Pepper  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infant  Food  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leek  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lemon  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lettuce  ...  ...  ...  28 

Marrow  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  1 


Sample  Number 

Mushroom  ...  ...  ...  24 

Onion  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Orange  ...  ...  ...  4 

Parsnip  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pea  11 

Peach  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Pear  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Pineapple  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pomegranate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Potato 13 

Preserve  ...  ...  ...  1 

Quick  Frozen  Foodstuff  ...  2 

Radish  ...  ...  ...  2 

Raisin  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Raspberry  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rhubarb  ...  ...  ...  2 

Runner  Bean  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shandy  ...  ...  ...  1 

Spring  Greens  ...  ...  2 

Spring  Onions  ...  ...  2 

Sprouts  ...  ...  ...  2 

Strawberry  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sultana  ...  ...  ...  10 

Swede  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tangerine  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Tomato  ...  ...  ...  24 

Watercress  ...  ...  ...  10 

Total  ...  364 
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Noteworthy  samples  were  as  follows  : — 

Apple.  A French  sample  contained  o.n  p.p.m.8 — BHC  and  a New  Zealand  sample  0.21  p.p.m.  DDT. 
Apricot.  A Spanish  sample  contained  0.20  p.p.m. — BHC  and  a Hungarian  sample  0.12  p.p.m. — BHC. 
Blackcurrant.  The  blackcurrant  sample  contained  the  organo-phosphorus  insecticide  demeton-S-methyl 
(known  as  metasystox)  at  a level  of  0.95  p.p.m. 

Gooseberry.  A gooseberry  sample  contained  0.55  p.p.m.  DDT. 

Lettuce.  8 — BHC  was  found  in  a number  of  lettuce  samples,  and  some  higher  results  in  p.p.m.  were  1.20 
(English),  2.78,  1.96,  1. 51,  0.50  (all  Dutch),  the  latter  also  containing  4.80  p.p.m.  DDT  and  0.55  p.p.m. 
DDE. 

Two  samples  contained  organo-phosphorus  insecticides,  one  a high  residue  of  malathion  (5.8  p.p.m.) 
and  another  0.48  p.p.m.  of  dimethoate  (known  as  rogor). 

Parsnips.  One  of  the  samples  contained  3.80  p.p.m. 8 — BHC  which  is  regarded  as  exceptionally  high. 
Strawberry . A sample  contained  a high  residue  of  6.5  p.p.m.  malathion. 

Sultana.  One  sample  contained  0.17  p.p.m.8 — BHC. 

Watercress.  A sample  contained  0.45  p.p.m.  DDT. 


2.  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

(i)  Health  Centre,  Cheltenham 

The  Hester’s  Way  Health  Centre  continues  to  provide  medical  and  health  services  for  the  population 
on  the  estate.  Attendances  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

General  Practitioner  Consultations  ...  ...  18,690 

Treatment  and  Casualties  ...  ...  ...  3,797 

Attendances — Child  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  4,545 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  72 


Total  27,104 


The  Thornbury  Health  Centre  was  under  construction  and  was  to  open  in  October,  1968. 

The  building  will  include  five  General  Practitioners  Suites  with  adjoining  Examination  Rooms,  a full 
range  of  Local  Health  Authority  Services  and  Administrative  Offices  for  the  Mental  Health,  Home  Help, 
Blind  and  Health  Visiting  Services. 

(ii)  Care  of  Mothers 

(1 a ) Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Ante-natal  care  was  provided  for  1,344  mothers  at  the  14  local  authority  clinics.  In  addition  8 midwives 
held  ante-natal  sessions  at  their  own  premises.  57  General  Practitioners  held  sessions  in  local  authority 
premises  assisted  by  midwives  and  57  midwives  attended  clinics  held  by  practitioners  in  their  own  surgeries. 

(b)  Arrangements  for  Confinement 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  births  notified,  10,033  as  opposed  to  10,623  m 1966.  7,930  of  these  took 
place  in  hospital,  representing  79  per  cent  of  the  total  which  is  a higher  proportion  than  the  previous  year 
(74.7  p.c.). 

Early  discharge  after  hospital  delivery  continues  to  be  a popular  feature  of  current  midwifery  care  ; 
every  patient  requesting  this  has  her  home  conditions  investigated  to  ensure  that  she  can  be  cared  for 
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adequately.  Similarly  the  home  conditions  are  assessed  when  this  is  the  place  of  choice  for  confinement  of 


a patient  who  has  no  medical  reasons  for  being  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  numbers  of  enquiries  carried  out  were 

(1)  Applications  for  Hospital  Confinement  on  Social  grounds  .. . ...  1,126 

Hospital  Confinement  recommended  ...  ...  ...  ...  945 

Circumstances  suitable  for  home  delivery  ...  ...  ...  163 

(2)  Applications  for  discharge  home  after  48  hours  ...  ...  ...  1,717 

Circumstances  considered  suitable  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,428 

Circumstances  considered  unsuitable  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

Total  Social  enquiries  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,843 


(c)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  recorded  in  the  County. 

1965  ...  ...  ...  653  (5.5  per  cent  of  total  births) 

1966  ...  ...  ...  623  (5.7  per  cent  of  total  births) 

1967  ...  ...  ...  642  (6.3  per  cent  of  total  births) 

The  responsibility  for  caring  for  the  mothers  is  delegated  to  the  Bristol  Diocesan  Association  for  Family 
Welfare  and  the  Gloucester  Diocesan  Council  for  Social  Work  which  between  them  accepted  518  new 
cases  during  the  year. 


St  Catherine' s Home , Cheltenham 

This  home  which  has  10  beds  for  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  2 beds 
for  shelter  cases  admitted  52  unmarried  mothers  during  1967.  The  average  length  of  stay  in  the  home  was 
30.5  days  before  delivery  and  31.73  afterwards,  5 girls  not  returning  to  the  home  after  delivery.  Financial 
responsibility  was  accepted  by  the  County  for  39  of  these  mothers. 


(d)  Cervical  Cytology 

Cervical  smears  were  taken  at  15  centres.  A total  of  3,997  attended  for  this  test  which  is  available  to 
married  women  of  35  and  over.  25  were  found  to  have  positive  smears  and  were  referred  by  their 
general  practitioners  to  consultant  gynaecologists  for  treatment.  In  addition  535  women  were  referred  to 
their  own  doctors  for  the  treatment  of  other  gynaecological  conditions.  As  there  is  a higher  incidence  of 
positive  smears  detected  among  women  of  social  classes  IV  and  V it  is  essential  to  encourage  those  in  these 
groups  to  attend.  An  analysis  of  those  attending  by  social  class  is  as  follows  : — 

Social  Class  I and  II  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,009 

III  1,805 

IV  and  V 1,148 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  35 

This  shows  that  28.6  per  cent  of  those  attending  were  in  social  class  IV  and  V,  an  improvement  on 
19  per  cent  in  the  previous  year. 


(iii)  Care  of  Children 
(a)  Home  Visiting 

Summary  of  home  visits  during  the  year  : — 

Born  in  1967 
Bom  in  1966 
Born  in  1962  - 65  ... 


51,896 

35,734 

59,296 


146,926 
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These  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  to  all  homes  where  there  is  a child  of  pre-school  age  make  it 
possible  for  advice  to  be  given  to  parents  on  all  aspects  of  child  care,  including  preventative  measures  which 
can  be  taken  to  avoid  infectious  disease  and  action  which  should  be  taken  if  a child  shows  any  deviation 
from  normal  development.  The  health  visitors  have  played  an  important  part  in  ensuring  the  efficacy  of 
the  Observation  Register  which  contains  the  names  of  all  children  who  through  incidents  occurring  in 
their  pre-natal,  peri-natal  or  post-natal  life  are  at  risk  of  developing  some  form  of  handicap.  Only  a very 
small  percentage  of  children  initially  placed  on  the  register  show  any  deviation  from  normal  at  all.  By 
special  observation  and  routine  reporting  on  these  children  the  health  visitors  are  able  to  indicate  which 
children  may  be  considered  for  removal  from  the  register  and  which  should  receive  more  detailed  medical 
examination.  An  assessment  was  made  of  the  progress  of  children  on  the  register  who  reached  the  age  of 
two  years  during  1967.  Of  81 1 children  who  were  on  the  register  on  January  1st,  1967,  127  were  retained 
after  consideration.  Of  these  36  were  found  to  be  developing  at  a slower  than  normal  rate,  32  had  various 
medical  conditions  including  heart  lesions  in  19.  18  children  were  regarded  as  being  at  risk  socially 
because  of  factors  in  their  home  environment.  An  interesting  feature  is  that  all  the  children  who  were  socially 
at  risk  had  been  placed  on  the  Observation  Register  for  reason  of  prematurity  or  complications  of  labour. 

Included  among  the  children  who  are  regarded  as  needing  special  observation  are  those  born  with  a 
congenital  deformity.  A record  is  kept  of  all  those  who  have  an  abnormality  which  was  detected  at  birth. 
Deformities  of  this  nature  were  reported  in  175  children,  several  showing  more  than  one  abnormal  feature. 
The  most  frequently  occurring  deformities  were  those  of  the  limbs  78,  63  of  these  being  some  degree  of 
talipes  equino-varus  (club  foot),  which  in  the  majority  of  cases  responds  to  very  simple  treatment.  49  defects 
of  the  central  nervous  system  were  recorded,  22  children  having  spina  bifida  often  associated  with  hydro- 
cephalus. 


(b)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  opening  of  a new  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Newnham-on-Severn  and  the  transfer  of  those  at 
Hucclecote  and  Longlevens  to  Gloucester  City  due  to  boundary  changes,  brought  the  total  of  centres  held 
in  permanent  premises  to  no.  The  whole  concept  of  the  purpose  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  is  passing 
through  a period  of  change.  Originally  the  major  concern  was  for  the  eradication  of  physical  illness  among 
children  and  the  prevention  of  malnutrition.  Over  the  years  with  increasing  knowledge  and  improved 
standards  of  living  attention  has  been  directed  more  towards  preventative  and  prophylactic  measures.  In 
the  immediate  future  the  medical  side  of  the  work  of  the  centres  will  be  directed  along  four  main  channels, 
prophylactic  procedures,  the  early  detection  of  deviations  from  normal  development,  advice  on  the  general 
care  and  emotional  problems  of  the  pre-school  child  and  the  general  education  of  mothers  in  child  care. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  educational  aspect  of  the  work  a scheme  was  instituted  for  the  establishment  of 
play  corners  within  the  centres  where  children  may  play  under  supervision  thus  releasing  mothers  for  group 
discussion.  Short  training  sessions  were  held  for  voluntary  helpers  who  were  willing  to  undertake  the  re- 
sponsibility of  running  a play  corner.  Not  all  centres  have  yet  found  it  possible  to  adopt  this  scheme  but 
many  have  really  successful  play  corners  in  operation.  The  success  of  such  an  idea  depends  almost  entirely 
on  the  members  of  the  voluntary  committees  of  the  welfare  centres  who  have  found  themselves  embracing 
a new  and  very  exacting  role.  For  their  co-operation  in  this  and  for  all  the  other  duties  which  these  ladies 
perform  in  order  to  ensure  the  smooth  running  of  the  centres  warm  tribute  must  be  paid.  Particularly  is 
appreciation  due  to  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Gloucestershire  Federation  of  Child 
Welfare  Centres  who  have  worked  together  with  their  customary  enthusiasm  and  vigour.  The  two  caravans 
used  as  mobile  clinics  visited  81  villages  regularly  throughout  the  year. 

The  numbers  of  children  attending  centres  were  as  follows  : — 

Children  born  in  1967  ...  ...  7,116 

Children  born  in  1966  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,201 

Children  born  in  1962  - 65  ...  ...  ...  10,548 
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(c)  Mothers’  Clubs 

In  several  villages  throughout  the  County  young  mothers  met  together  at  Mothers’  Clubs  to  discuss 
various  aspects  of  child  care  with  visiting  speakers.  The  local  authority  encourages  the  opening  of  these 
clubs,  recommending  that  at  least  half  of  the  year’s  programme  should  be  devoted  to  health  education,  and 
facilitating  their  establishment  by  paying  the  rental  for  a suitable  room  or  hall  for  the  first  three  months. 
Twenty-two  such  clubs  were  active  during  the  year. 

(d)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

Welfare  Foods  were  available  at  186  Child  Welfare  Centres  (fixed  and  mobile),  20  shops,  5 houses  and 
16  part-time  offices  the  latter  involving  paid  assistance. 

Distributions  were  : — 

National  Dried  Milk  Cod  Liver  Oil 

(Tins)  (Bottles) 

31,895  (65,623)  10,378  (11,918) 

The  1966  figures  are  shown  in  brackets. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  i960  sales  of  National  Dried  Milk  and  Cod  Liver  Oil  have  progres- 
sively decreased  from  101,869  and  33,433  respectively.  Orange  juice  which  showed  an  initial  diminution 
has  been  in  increased  demand  since  1962. 

(e)  Day  Nurseries 

The  pattern  of  work  at  the  three  day  nurseries,  at  Swindon  Road  and  Whaddon  Road,  Cheltenham, 
and  Enmore  House,  Kingswood  continued  as  in  previous  years  a certain  number  of  children  with  emotional 
or  physical  handicaps  receiving  care  in  addition  to  the  usual  priority  groups.  A total  of  115  places  was 
available,  the  average  daily  attendance  being  91.7. 

(/)  Training  of  Nursery  Students 

Fourteen  students  are  accepted  annually  for  training  for  the  N.N.E.B.  certificate.  Practical  experience 
is  provided  at  each  of  the  above  nurseries  and  also  Walton  House  Residential  Nursery  and  Winchcombe 
Nursery  School  ; the  students  attend  the  local  Technical  Colleges  for  theoretical  work.  The  two-year 
course  was  successfully  completed  by  13  students  during  1967. 


Orange  Juice 
(Bottles) 

158,294  (153,558) 


A & D Tablets 
(Packets) 
8,553  (9,349) 


(iv)  Recuperative  Holiday  Homes 

Recuperative  holidays  were  arranged  for  5 mothers  who  went  away  accompanied  by  their  children 
who  numbered  11  in  all.  Four  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  were  sent  to  convalescent  homes. 


(v)  Problem  Families 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Cheltenham  convened 
Officers’  Co-ordinating  Committees  to  discuss  families  in  their  respective  areas  which  were  in  need  of 
special  supervision.  Forty-nine  new  cases  were  considered  and  94  who  had  received  attention  during 
previous  years.  With  the  Welfare  Committee’s  Rent  Guarantee  scheme  rent  arrears  are  becoming  less  of  a 
problem  although  the  families  involved  may  be  a cause  of  concern  to  the  Housing  Authority  for  other 
reasons.  Among  these  reasons  is  the  inability  of  some  women  to  manage  their  own  homes  and  help  was 
provided  for  three  such  mothers  who  went  with  their  children  to  a centre  which  specialises  in  training  in 
household  management  and  child  care. 
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(vi)  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 

Fourteen  registered  premises  as  nurseries  offered  places  to  375  children,  and  48  registered  daily 
minders  undertook  the  care  of  401  children.  There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  day 
nurseries  and  daily  minders  registered  during  the  past  three  years. 


(vii)  Infant  Deaths 
(a)  Neo-Natal  Deaths 

There  were  104  deaths  during  the  first  28  days  of  life,  88  during  0-6  days,  and  16  from  7-28  days. 
Prematurity — 0-6  days  7-28  days 


Where  given  as  sole  cause 

20 

— 

Associated  with  respiratory  distress 

24 

— 

Associated  with  other  conditions 

6 

— 

Congenital  Defects 

12 

9 

Respiratory  Distress  and  Atalectasis  ... 

10 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

7 

— 

Haemolytic  Disease 

3 

1 

Asphyxia 

— 

2 

Other  ... 

3 

3 

88 

16 

The  following  table  shows  the  peri-natal  and  neo-natal  deaths  rates  for  the  county  for  the  past  five 
years  : — 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 


Peri-Natal 
Death  Rate 

22.7 
21.9 
22.2 

22.8 

20.9 


Neo-Natal 
Death  Rate 

12.7 
n-9 

10.7 
10.6 
10.6 


(■ b ) Infant  Deaths 


There  were  45  deaths  of  infants  notified  between  the  ages  of  one  month  and  one  year. 


Respiratory  Infections 
Asphyxia 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Other  Congenital  Defects 
Accidents 
Gastro-enteritis 
Other 


Place  of  Death 

Home 

Hospital 

Total 

9 

9 

18 

1 

4 

5 

3 

1 

4 

— 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

30 


15 


45 
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The  Infant  Mortality  Rates  for  the  past  five  years  are 

as  follows 

England 

County 

and 

including 

Cheltenham 

Wales 

Cheltenham 

Borough 

1963 

21. 1 

18.2 

25.5 

1964 

19.9 

17.0 

19.4 

1965 

19.0 

16.4 

12.7 

1966 

19.0 

15.9 

18.6 

1967 

18.3 

15-4 

16. 1 

It  is  reassuring  to  note  that  parallel  with  the  progressive  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  the  proportion 
of  children  dying  at  home  has  also  decreased.  This  suggests  that  parents  are  seeking  medical  aid  earlier 
thus  allowing  more  effective  treatment  to  be  carried  out. 


(c)  Premature  Babies 


There  were  719  babies  of  birth  weight  5 lb.  8 oz.  or  less  born  during  1967.  The  analysis  shows  place 
of  birth  and  whether  they  were  live  or  stillborn.  The  figures  for  1966  are  shown  in  brackets. 


Born  in  Hospital 

Born  at  Home  or  in  a Nursing  Home 


Live  Stillborn  Total 

576  (539)  77  (88)  653  (627) 

61  (87)  5 (7)  66  (94) 


637  (626)  82  (95)  719  (721) 


Of  the  626  live  births,  61  failed  to  survive  the  first  week  of  life,  and  a further  5 died  before  the  age  of 
28  days.  The  highest  mortality  rate  is  among  the  babies  of  3 lb.  4 oz.  and  under,  34  of  the  70  babies  in  this 
weight  range  failing  to  survive  seven  days.  The  analysis  above  shows  that  the  vast  majority  of  these  babies 
are  born  in  hospital.  Portable  Incubators  are  available  for  use  by  any  baby  who  is  transferred  to  hospital, 
one  fifth  of  the  remaining  group  having  been  transferred  in  this  way.  After  discharge  from  hospital  special 
care  is  provided  in  the  home  by  3 midwives  and  2 health  visitors  trained  in  this  work  who  co-operate  with 
the  paediatrician  concerned. 


(d)  Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths 

Of  the  total  of  642  illegitimate  births,  12  were  stillborn,  20  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  15  of  these 
failing  to  survive  the  first  week  and  a further  one  the  first  28  days  of  life.  The  illegitimate  infant  death  rate 
is  considerably  higher  than  the  legitimate  infant  death  rate  (See  page  21). 


(e)  Stillbirths 

The  stillbirth  rate  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  as  follows  : — 

1964 

1965 

1966  

1967 


11.9 

13-3 

13-9 

12.3 


Of  the  12 1 stillbirths  notified,  13  took  place  at  home  and  the  remaining  108  in  hospital. 
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(viii)  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 


(a)  Staff 


The  staffing  position  throughout  the  year  was  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level.  At  the  31st  December, 
1967,  the  position  was  as  follows  : — 


Whole-Time  Part-Time  Total 

County 


Superintendents  ... 

...  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Nursing  Staff 

... 

153 

10 

163 

Cheltenham 

Superintendents  ... 

...  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Nursing  Staff 

... 

23 

4 

27 

181 

14 

195 

V acancies 

County  ...  ...  8 

Cheltenham  ...  1 

9 


The  record  of  the  year’s  work  is  as  follows  : — 


The  Year’s  Work 

County 

Cheltenham 

Borough 

Total 

General  Cases  brought  forward  from  1966 

2,174 

394 

2,568 

New  General  Cases  under  5 at  first  visit  ... 

353 

58 

411 

New  General  Cases  over  65  at  first  visit 

3.265 

95i 

4,216 

Other  New  General  Cases  (including  all  miscarriages) 

2,685 

523 

3.208 

Number  of  complete  miscarriages  ... 

64 

4 

68 

New  Cases  booked  for  Ante-Natal  Care  (Home  or  Hospital) 

4,187 

250 

4.437 

Confinements  at  Home — Booked  by  Doctor — Doctor  present  . . . 

985 

145 

1. 130 

Doctor  not  present 

879 

67 

846 

Not  Booked  by  Doctor — Doctor  present  ... 

9 

— 

9 

Doctor  not  present 

6 

— 

6 

Discharges  from  Hospital — Up  to  and  including  10th  day 

2,552 

616 

3,168 

After  10th  day 

183 

3 

186 

Total  of  General  Visits  (including  all  miscarriages) 

218,052 

45.776 

263,828 

Ante-Natal — Home  Bookings 

17,896 

1,852 

19,748 

Hospital  Bookings 

7,642 

592 

8,234 

Confinements  at  Home — Booked  by  Doctor 

31,660 

2,763 

34,423 

Not  Booked  by  Doctor  ... 

225 

— 

225 

Discharges  from  Hospital — Up  to  and  including  10th  day 

18,250 

3.399 

21,649 

After  10th  day 

826 

— 

826 

Ineffective 

6,089 

668 

6,757 

Total 

300,640 

55.050 

355,690 
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Clinic  Sessions  Attended  as  District  Nurse  I Midwife 

Ante  and  Post-Natal 
Mothercraft  and  Relaxation 
Women’s  Welfare 

Child  Welfare  

Cervical  Cytology 

Public  Health 

Total  of  all  visits  made  as  Health  Visitor 
Total  Sessions  Attended  as  Health  Visitor 

Health  Education 

Talks  given  in  Addition  to  those  given  at  Clinics 


3,266  204  3,470 

715 
33 
256 

33 


15,496 

1,078 
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The  domiciliary  midwifery  has  decreased  but  since  the  opening  of  the  new  General  Practitioner  Unit  in 
Gloucester  on  October  1st,  fifteen  women  having  been  delivered  there  by  County  midwives.  The  bookings 
for  the  Unit  are  now  approaching  full  bed  occupancy  and  the  number  of  women  cared  for  by  the  domiciliary 
staff  will  therefore  increase. 

One  full-time  midwife  was  attached  to  general  practice  during  the  year. 

22  Midwives  attended  the  statutory  midwifery  refresher  courses,  4 attended  health  visitor  courses, 
2 attended  the  “ Speaking  with  Confidence  ” Course  in  Cheltenham,  and  28  attended  our  own  courses  at 
Sandywell  Park  for  Ante-Natal  Preparation. 

One  candidate  completed  the  District  Nurse  training  course  in  Gloucester  and  is  now  working  in  the 
County.  40  pupils  midwives  completed  Part  II  midwifery  training  with  County  midwives. 

Seven  pupil  nurses  spent  some  time  with  County  nurses  during  the  second  year  of  training  gaining  an 
insight  into  local  authority  work. 

Regular  staff  meetings  were  held  for  discussion  and  the  exchange  of  information. 


Attachments 

Three  full-time  midwives,  eight  nurse/midwives,  one  nurse/midwife/health  visitor  and  four  nurses 
(1  SEN,  3 SRN)  are  attached  to  general  practices.  To  some  extent  these  attachments  are  governed  by 
geographical  boundaries  where  they  adjoin  the  areas  of  other  local  authorities.  Two  further  attachments 
of  general  nurses  were  under  discussion. 

Eleven  midwives  attended  cases  in  General  Practitioner  Units.  Two  of  these  are  on  a sessional  basis 
and  the  other  nine  accompany  their  own  booked  cases  to  the  Unit,  deliver  them  and  nurse  them  there  until 
they  are  discharged. 


(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

45  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Urinary  Tract  Infection 

Home 

Hospital 

5 

Total 

5 

Mastitis  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Various  Diagnosed  Medical  Conditions 

5 

15 

20 

Cause  not  known 

5 

11 

16 

13 

32 

45 
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(c)  Maternal  Deaths 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy. 


(d)  Local  Supervising  Authority 

During  the  year  277  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  within  the  area.  Of  these  134  were 
employed  by  Hospital  Management  Committees,  135  by  the  County  Council  and  8 were  in  private  practice. 


(i)  Deliveries  attended  by  Domiciliary  Midwives 

At  Home — Doctor  Booked  ...  ...  ...  2,061 

Doctor  not  Booked  ...  ...  ...  15 

In  General  Practitioner  Units  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  cases  delivered  in  Hospital  but  dis- 
charged home  to  care  of  Domiciliary  Midwife 
before  10th  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,168 

(ii)  Medical  Aid  under  Section  14  (i)  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1951 

Domiciliary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 
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(e)  bicontinence  Pads 

Incontinence  pads  were  provided  as  part  of  the  arrangements  for  home  nursing.  The  estimated  usage 
was  72,000  compared  with  24,000  in  1966. 


(ix)  Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Report  of  the  Chief  Dental  Officer 


Staff 

In  my  report  for  1966  I stated  that  the  staff  had  decreased  during  the  year  by  the  equivalent  of  one 
dental  officer.  This  loss  has  been  in  part  retrieved  by  improved  recruitment  of  staff  and  less  time  lost  by 
illness.  In  1967,  a total  of  9,515  sessions  was  worked  by  dental  officers,  compared  with  9,210  sessions  in 
1966  and  9,663  in  1965.  The  gain  over  1966  was  the  equivalent  of  0.75  dental  officers,  but  still  represents  a 
drop  of  0.25  dental  officers  over  1965. 

My  interim  report  to  Health  Committee  in  1966  was  partly  implemented  in  the  Autumn  of  1967  by 
the  appointment  of  Miss  E.  B.  Nasmyth  as  my  deputy.  She  took  up  the  appointment  in  December,  and  will 
undoubtedly  help  to  “ strengthen  the  structure  of  the  service,”  which  in  my  last  report  I stated  to  be  a 
matter  of  “ extreme  urgency.”  It  is  hoped  that  the  fruits  of  this  will  be  seen  in  1968. 

Two  additional  dental  auxiliaries  took  up  appointment  in  September,  bringing  the  total  to  six.  As  with 
all  young  women,  the  wastage  due  to  marriage  and  other  factors  is  high,  and  involves  frequent  changes. 
Continuity  has  a direct  bearing  on  appreciation  of  dental  treatment  and  effectiveness  of  dental  health 
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education,  and  frequent  changes  of  staff  are  bound  to  have  an  adverse  effect.  The  auxiliaries  spent  15%  of 
their  time  (293  sessions)  in  dental  health  education  at  child  welfare  centres  and  ante-natal  clinics,  but  only 
2.6%  of  total  time  on  treatment  for  pre-school  children.  I feel  sure  that  dental  officers  (who  spent  4%  of  their 
time  on  maternity  and  child  welfare  work)  could  usefully  refer  more  pre-school  children  to  auxiliaries. 


Prevalence  of  Decay 

The  records  kept  of  teeth  of  school  entrants  show  a picture  of  what  has  occurred  to  the  teeth  during 
the  previous  three  or  four  years  of  pre-school  life.  Even  a glance  at  Table  A below  shows  that  the  number 
with  no  decay  is  slowly  but  steadily  increasing,  whereas  the  number  with  gross  decay  (10  or  more  decayed, 
extracted  or  filled  teeth)  is  at  last  showing  a decline.  The  increase  in  the  “ dental  cripples  ” — maimed  in 
pre-school  years — from  1963  to  1964  and  1965,  was  a matter  of  deep  concern.  Stabilisation  occurred  in 
1966  and  a decrease  to  the  1964  level  was  shown  in  1967.  A study  of  the  detailed  figures  greatly  strengthens 
my  previously  expressed  belief  that  this  is  a result  of  dental  health  education  of  mothers  of  young  children. 

Clearly  it  is  far  better  to  avoid  or  prevent  decay  than  to  treat  its  effects.  I have  no  doubt  that  this 
improvement  is  largely  due  to  the  (now  historic)  decision  in  1959  that  Gloucestershire  should  be  the  first 
authority  to  appoint  a dental  health  education  officer.  The  necessity  for  co-ordinating  and  directing  the 
dental  health  activities  of  the  dental  auxiliaries  is  now  widely  recognised,  and  the  increased  staff  available 
for  field-work  makes  the  post  even  more  vital  now  than  originally. 

The  pressure  of  more  immediately  urgent  work  made  the  research  project  into  the  figures  collected 
since  1962  impossible  during  the  current  year.  The  appointment  of  a Deputy  should  make  this  possible  in 
1968,  with  the  help  of  University  Departments.  The  information  available,  once  it  has  been  sifted,  should 
give  a clearer  understanding  of  the  many  inter-related  factors  causing  dental  decay  in  young  children,  and 
thus  help  in  the  fight  for  prevention. 

Economically  as  well  as  socially  it  is  regrettable  that  the  County  Council  have  twice  turned  down  the 
recommendation  of  Health  Committee  that  flouridation  of  water  supplies  in  the  County  should  be  adopted 
as  policy.  Not  only  is  this  the  most  effective  means  of  tackling  the  challenge  of  “ the  last  great  epidemic  ” — 
with  all  its  social  consequences  of  pain,  tears  and  time  wasted — but  it  is  also  the  cheapest.  To  turn  down 
flouridation  on  present  costs,  which  would  now  be  a very  easy  platform  for  its  opponents,  would  be  truly 
penny  wise,  pound  foolish.  Prevention  is  cheaper  than  treatment  in  the  long  term,  but  always  involves 
expenditure  which  shows  no  immediate  benefit. 


Table  A — Caries  Prevalence  in  5- year  old  Children 


Percentage 
free  of  decay 

Percentage 
with  gross  decay 

1962 

18.9 

(Not  recorded) 

1963 

19.4 

7-9 

1964 

21.8 

10.8 

1965 

21.9 

12.7 

1966 

23.1 

12.7 

1967 

23.4 

10.9 
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Dental  Health  Education 

In  table  B below  are  shown  the  visits  paid  for  dental  health  education.  The  number  of  mothercraft 
centres  and  mothers’  clubs  visited  increased,  but  still  represents  inadequate  cover.  The  visits  to  child 
welfare  centres  were  slightly  less,  owing  to  a hygienist  only  being  available  in  Cheltenham  Borough  for  a 
part  of  the  year.  All  the  mobile  centres  were  visited.  An  exhibition  was  held  at  Stroud  Show  in  July,  and  at 
Chepstow  Show  (jointly  with  Monmouthshire  County  Council)  in  September.  At  this  Show  a model  of 
the  Severn  Bridge,  with  the  title  “ A healthy  mouth  has  no  boundaries,”  attracted  a great  deal  of  attention. 
It  was  also  used  at  a week’s  exhibition  at  the  new  Winchcombe  clinic.  In  addition,  exhibitions  were  held 
at  four  schools  and  the  Gloucestershire  College  of  Education. 


Table  B — Visits  for  Dental  Health  Education 


Number 

Number 

of  Centres 

Number  Visited 

of  Visits 

Mothercraft  Centres 

43 

6 

20 

Child  Welfare  Centres — Fixed 

113 

113 

231 

Mobile  . . . 

74 

74 

81 

Mothers’  Clubs 

22 

9 

9 

Inspection  and  Treatment 

The  figures  of  inspection  and  treatment  are  given  in  table  C.  Once  again  the  number  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  seen  showed  a drop,  in  accordance  with  national  trends.  There  was  also  a small  drop  in  the 
number  of  pre-school  children  inspected,  after  the  great  increase  in  1966.  The  number  treated  increased, 
as  also  did  the  total  courses  of  treatment. 
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Table  C — Dental  Services  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children  under  5 years 


Part  A.  Attendances  and  Treatment 

Children 

Expectant  and 

Number  of  Visits  for  Treatment  during  year 

0-4 

Nursing  Mothers 

First  Visit 

914 

149 

Subsequent  Visits 

1.057 

299 

Total  Visits 

I.97I 

448 

Number  of  additional  courses  of  treatment  other  than 

the  first  course  commenced  during  year  ... 

165 

9 

Treatment  provided  during  the  year — Number  of 

fillings 

C98i 

270 

Teeth  filled 

1,699 

245 

Teeth  extracted 

725 

227 

General  anaesthetics  given 

276 

18 

Emergency  visits  by  patients  ... 

127 

21 

Patients  X-rayed 

9 

24 

Patients  treated  by  scaling  and/or  removal  of  stains 

from  the  teeth  (Prophylaxis) 

109 

79 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 

207 

— 

Teeth  Root  filled 

— 

1 

Inlays 

— 

— 

Crowns 

— 

— 

Number  of  courses  of  treatment  completed  during  the 

•••  •••  •••  •••  • • • •••  ••• 

917 

124 

Part  B.  Prosthetics 

Patients  supplied  with  F.U.  or  F.L.  (First  Time)  ... 

10 

Patients  supplied  with  other  dentures 

9 

Number  of  dentures  supplied  ... 

33 

Part  C.  Anaesthetics 

General  anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental  Officers 

40 

2 

Part  D.  Inspections 

Number  of  Patients  given  first  Inspections  during 

ycsr  •••  •••  •••  • • • ••• 

a.  1,358 

d.  163 

Number  of  Patients  in  a and  d above  who  required 

treatment 

b.  957 

e.  144 

Number  of  Patients  in  b and  e above  who  were  offered 

treatment 

c.  957 

f.  144 

Part  E.  Sessions 

Number  of  Dental  Officer  Sessions  (i.e.  equivalent 

complete  half  days)  devoted  to  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  Patients — For  treatment  ... 

428 

For  Health  Education  ... 

529 
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The  pattern  of  treatment  is  shown  in  table  D.  There  was  a rapid  increase  in  the  fillings  for  pre-school 
children,  and  a further  drop  in  extractions.  Whereas  in  the  five  years  1961  - 65  fillings  and  extractions 
were  approximately  equal,  in  1967  fillings  outnumbered  extractions  by  nearly  three  to  one.  Extractions  for 
mothers,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  an  increase  for  the  first  time  for  several  years. 


Table  D — Treatment  per  100  Patients 


Mothers 

Children  under  five 

Fillings 

Extractions 

Dentures 

Fillings 

Extractions 

1967  

181 

143 

22 

217 

79 

1966 

180 

124 

32 

185 

94 

Average  1961-65 

168 

171 

38 

141 

136 

Dental  Laboratory 

A summary  of  the  figures  is  given  as  usual. 


Table  E — Work  of  the  Dental  Laboratory 


Ortho- 

dontic 

Appliances 

Dentures 

Repairs 

and 

Relines 

Crowns 

and 

Inlays 

Study 

Models 

(pairs) 

Other 

Mechanical 

Operations 

Total  No. 
of 

Operations 

M.  & C.W. 

— 

33 

5 

— 

2 

2 

47 

Total  work  (inc. 
M.  & C.W., 
School,  R.H.B. 
and  Gloucester 
City) 

1,298 

452 

115 

109 

3jio4 

41 

5TI9 
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Training  Centres 

Children  under  16  were  inspected  at  all  the  training  centres  except  Cirencester  and  Eildon.  Other 
patients  of  all  ages  were  treated  at  various  clinics  on  request,  and  a number  were  referred  to  hospitals  for 
treatment  as  in-patients.  An  outline  of  the  work  is  given  in  Table  F. 


Table  F. — Training  Centres 


Inspected 

Requiring  Treatment 
Treated  ... 

Fillings  ... 
Extractions 
Dentures 


131 

101 

53 

48 

47 

7 


Clinics 

A new  clinic  was  opened  at  Winchcombe  in  July.  As  at  Tetbury  it  shares  a building  with  the  Branch 
Library.  Work  was  started  on  the  Health  Centre  at  Thornbury  and  the  new  Shire  Hall  clinics  and  laboratory 
in  Gloucester.  The  Clinics  were  temporarily  housed  in  offices  in  Berkeley  Street  following  demolition  of 
the  old  premises.  Building  in  Cheltenham  to  replace  the  County  and  Borough  Clinics  continued  through- 
out the  year. 

Two  new  mobile  clinics  were  purchased,  one  being  a Glosterette  shared  by  two  auxiliaries.  The  other, 
a Gloster,  was  equipped  to  modern  concepts,  and  involved  some  experimental  work  which  has  proved 
satisfactory  and  has  been  of  interest  to  other  Counties. 


(x)  Health  Visiting 

By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  88  Health  Visitors,  25  combined  nurses,  each  working  about  one- 
third  of  her  time  as  a Health  Visitor,  and  8 State  Registered  Nurses.  Health  Visitors  were  attached  to  20 
General  Medical  Practitioner  Groups,  covering  48  doctors.  Apart  from  the  close  liaison  between  the 
doctor  and  the  health  visitor  ensuring  they  both  may  know  what  advice  each  is  giving,  for  example  in 
respect  of  mothers  with  feeding,  the  Health  Visitors  are  undertaking  a variety  of  responsibilities,  for 
example  when  the  doctor  takes  cervical  smears  giving  instruction  in  breast  examination,  assisting  at  Well 
Baby  Clinics  and  measles  follow-ups. 

The  Health  Visitors’  main  responsibilities  are  still  with  the  mother  and  child,  but  they  are  getting 
more  involved  in  the  Mental  Health  Service,  visiting  the  aged  and  formal  Health  Education.  There  is  more 
demand  for  parentcraft  teaching  in  the  schools  and  this  contact  in  teaching  mothers  of  the  future  is  to  be 
encouraged. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  now  quite  familiar  with  providing  the  necessary  information  for  computer 
records  and  receiving  the  advantage  of  information  which  comes  back  to  them  through  the  computer, 
keeping  them  well  informed  of  priorities  such  as  more  information  from  the  Risk  Register  and  immunisation 
records. 
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Mothercraft  and  Relaxation 


Classes  were  held  at  48  centres  where  the  Health  Visitors  work  closely  with  Midwives.  1,610  individual 
expectant  mothers  attended.  The  Health  Visitors  gave  1,091  formal  talks  and  the  Midwives  326  at  these 
centres. 


The  following  visits  were  made  by  Health  Visitors  during  1967 


Ante-Natal 

T497 

Children  under  5 years 

...  ...  ... 

146,926 

C.L.P.  and  Adoption  ... 

...  ...  ... 

1,225 

Visits  to  Schools 

...  ...  ... 

3.865 

Aged 

...  ...  ... 

8,023 

Mentally  Disordered  ... 

...  ...  ... 

839 

Persons  Discharged  from  Hispital 

691 

Tuberculosis 

...  ...  ... 

I.3I4 

Ineffective 

...  ...  ... 

26,845 

Other 

... 

10,285 

Total 

201,510 

Health  Visitors’  Training  Course 

Seventeen  students  completed  the  course,  one  student  had  to  withdraw  on  health  grounds  and  was 
released  from  her  contract  of  service  with  the  County. 

The  written  examination  was  held  at  the  end  of  the  academic  year  in  June.  This  was  followed  by  a 
period  of  supervised  practical  work  undertaken  in  the  areas  in  which  students  would  eventually  work  when 
qualified.  The  oral  examination  was  held  in  September  at  the  end  of  the  period  of  practical  training,  and 
the  course  terminated  on  the  5th  September.  All  students  successfully  passed  the  final  examination,  four 
with  credit,  and  subsequently  were  awarded  the  Certificate  of  the  Council  for  the  Training  of  Health 
Visitors.  Nine  students  were  appointed  as  full  time  Health  Visitors  in  the  County,  two  being  appointed  to 
work  in  Cheltenham.  Eight  students  returned  to  their  sponsoring  Authorities  to  fulfil  their  contract  of 
service. 

Twenty  four  students  were  accepted  for  training  in  the  present  course  which  commenced  in  the  18th 
September.  Twelve  were  selected  under  the  County’s  scheme,  eleven  were  sponsored  by  other  Authorities, 
and  one  Turkish  student  was  sponsored  by  the  World  Health  Organisation.  Two  students  sponsored  by 
other  Authorities  had  to  withdraw  from  the  course  because  of  family  commitments.  There  are,  therefore, 
twenty-two  students  at  present  in  training. 

The  course  is  arranged  in  three  academic  terms  followed  by  a period  of  supervised  practical  work 
extending  over  a period  of  twelve  months.  Theoretical  work  is  undertaken  at  the  North  Gloucestershire 
Technical  College  and  at  St.  Paul’s  College  of  Education  in  Cheltenham.  Practical  training  is  arranged  in 
Gloucestershire,  Gloucester  County  Borough,  Worcestershire  and  Worcester  County  Borough  during  the 
academic  year,  and  subsequently  during  the  final  period  of  supervised  practical  training  in  areas  under  the 
sponsoring  Authorities. 


32 


Medical  Arrangements  for  Long  Stay  Immigrants 


Following  notice  from  medical  inspectors  at  ports  new  migrants  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after 
their  arrival  by  health  visitors,  who  in  spite  of  some  language  difficulties  have  been  able  to  give  information 
about  the  health  services  and  to  encourage  chest  X-ray  examinations,  where  appropriate. 


The  countries  issuing  the  passports  were  as  follows  : — 


{a)  Commonwealth  Countries 


(i)  Caribbean  ... 

9 

(ii)  India 

13 

(iii)  Pakistan 

4 

(iv)  Other  Asian 

11 

(v)  African 

12 

(vi)  Other 

3 

52 

(■ b ) Non-Commonwealth  Countries 

(i)  European  ...  ...  43 

(ii)  Other  ...  ...  4 


47 


Total 


99 


In  1966  124  notices  were  received  in  respect  of  33  immigrants  from  Commonwealth  Countries  and 
91  others. 


(xi)  ( a ) Vaccination  of  Persons  under  age  16  completed  during  1967 


Table  i — Completed  Primary  Courses 


Type  of  Vaccine  or  Dose 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Total 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1960- 

1963 

1.  Quadruple  D.T.P.P. 

— 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

9 

(Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Pertussis,  Polio) 

2.  Triple  D.T.P. 

3,455 

4,224 

275 

105 

93 

5 

8,157 

(Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Pertussis)  . . . 

3.  Diphtheria/Pertussis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4.  Diphtheria/Tetanus* 

30 

61 

17 

12 

602 

224 

946 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

6 

6.  Pertussis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7.  Tetanus 

— 

2 

1 

3 

29 

676 

711 

8.  Salk  (Polio  Vaccine) 

13 

90 

19 

3 

5 

1 

131 

9.  Sabin  (oral)  (Polio  Vaccine) 

2,478 

5,899 

683 

231 

996 

189 

10,476 

10.  Diphtheria  ... 

3,487 

4,289 

297 

117 

698 

232 

9,120 

(Lines  1+2  + 3 + 4T5) 

1 1 . Whooping  Cough 

3,458 

4,228 

280 

105 

93 

5 

8,169 

(Lines  1 +2  + 3 + 6) 

12.  Tetanus 

3,485 

4,291 

298 

120 

724 

905 

9,823 

(Lines  1 +2  + 4 + 7) 

13.  Polio 

2,491 

5,993 

707 

234 

1,001 

190 

10,616 

(Lines  1+8  + 9) 

33 


Table  2 — Reinforcing  Doses 


Type  of  Vaccine  or  Dose 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Total 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1960- 

1963 

1.  Quadruple  D.T.P.P. 

('Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Pertussis,  Polio) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2.  Triple  D.T.P. 

(Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Pertussis) 

2,182 

3.538 

470 

881 

144 

7.215 

3.  Diphtheria/Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria/ Tetanus 

— 

64 

154 

81 

6,651 

5,000 

11,950 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

40 

655 

696 

6.  Pertussis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Tetanus 

— 

— 

13 

12 

68 

590 

683 

8.  Salk  (Folio  Vaccine) 

— 

7 

14 

2 

23 

39 

85 

9.  Sabin  (oral)  (Polio  Vaccine) 

— 

392 

607 

93 

8,362 

497 

9,951 

10.  Diphtheria  ... 

(Lines  1+2  + 3 +4+  5) 



2,248 

3.692 

55i 

7.572 

5.799 

19,862 

11.  Whooping  Cough 

(Lines  1 +2  + 3 + 6) 

~ ~ “ 

2,183 

3.538 

470 

881 

144 

7,2i6 

12.  Tetanus 

(Lines  1 + 2 + 4 + 7) 

2,247 

3.705 

563 

7,600 

5.734 

19,849 

13.  Polio 

(Lines  1+8  + 9) 

400 

621 

95 

8,385 

536 

10,037 

Table  3 — Smallpox  Vaccination 


o-3 

3 - 6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-  15 

Numbers 

months 

months 

months 

months 

year 

years 

years 

Total 

Vaccinated 

22 

55 

81 

228 

4,055 

1,087 

175 

5,703 

Re-vaccinated  ... 

'' 

7 

62 

387 

456 

(b)  B.C.G.  Vaccination — School  Children 

The  acceptance  rate  continued  to  rise  but  even  at  89.4  % it  is  still  not  high  enough  in  view  of  the 
valuable  protection  afforded  at  the  time  just  before  children  will  be  liable  to  be  exposed  to  the  risk  of  infection 
with  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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1967 

1966 

1965 

Chelten- 

Whole 

Chelten- 

Whole 

Chelten- 

Whole 

County 

ham 

County 

County 

ham 

County 

County 

ham 

County 

Invited 

Tuberculin 

6,665 

995 

7,660 

6,981 

1,047 

8,028 

4,386 

1,081 

5,467 

Tested 

5,350 

850 

6,200 

5455 

815 

6,070 

3,417 

738 

4T55 

Positive 

827 

104 

93i 

804 

81 

885 

666 

163 

829 

Negative 

Percentage 

4,523 

746 

5,269 

4,451 

734 

5,185 

2,751 

575 

3,326 

Positive  . . . 

J5-3 

12.2 

15.0 

15-3 

9.9 

145 

19.5 

22.2 

19.9 

Vaccinated  ... 
Acceptance 

4,476 

746 

5,222 

4,416 

743 

5A59 

2,741 

575 

3,3i6 

Rates 

89-5% 

88.9% 

894% 

86.7% 

77-9% 

85.6% 

86.7% 

77-8% 

84.9% 

(xii)  Ambulance  Service 


(a)  Cases  carried  and  mileage  run  during  1967  were  as  follows  : — 


Patients 

Mileage 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Ambs. 

Buses 

Cars 

H.C.S. 

Total 

Ambs. 

Buses 

Cars 

H.C.S. 

Total 

72,534 

75,101 

4T525 

53,389 

242,549 

688,385 

282,208 

312,329 

589,696 

1,872,618 

The  corresponding  totals  for  1966  were  228,252  patients  and  1,787,139  miles,  the  increases  in  1967 
amounting  to  6.25%  and  4.8%  respectively.  625  patients  requiring  long  distance  transport  were  conveyed 
by  rail  compared  with  492  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  in  rail  cases  was  mainly  due  to  boundary 
changes  in  1966  which  brought  Frenchay  Hospital,  a Regional  Treatment  Centre,  into  Gloucestershire. 

(b)  Stations 

A purpose  built  Control  Station  was  opened  at  Cheltenham  replacing  the  unsatisfactory  accommoda- 
tion previously  occupied.  The  building  of  a new  Sub-Station  at  Yate  was  commenced. 

(. c ) Personnel 

no  driving  staff  were  employed  at  the  end  of  1967. 

(d)  Vehicles 

Vehicle  strength  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  : — 

31  Ambulances. 

14  Bus-type  vehicles. 

15  Sitting  case  cars. 

(■ e ) Ambulance  Reserve 

65  volunteers  were  enrolled  at  31st  December  and  5 vehicles  were  in  service. 
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(xiii)  Prevention  of  Illness  and  After-Care 
(a)  Chiropody 

Chiropody  service  was  provided  at  2 Homes  for  the  Blind,  22  Old  Peoples  Homes  and  102  Centres 
and  Clinics.  During  the  year  1,780  treatments  were  given  to  patients  in  their  own  homes.  The  Chiropody 
Staff  for  most  of  the  year  consisted  of  seven  full-time  and  six  part-time  Chiropodists. 

The  assistance  which  continues  to  be  given  by  the  various  voluntary  organisations  and  by  private 
individuals  in  the  making  of  local  arrangements,  has  been  very  much  appreciated. 

On  31st  December,  1967,  there  were  6,958  persons  on  the  registers,  128  of  whom  were  awaiting  their 
first  treatment.  Treatments  given  were  as  follows,  the  1966  figures  being  shown  in  brackets.  These  figures 
do  not  include  those  for  the  Cheltenham  Borough  where  a service  is  provided  by  private  Chiropodists 
through  arrangements  with  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Association  and  where  580  persons  were  treated 
involving  1,317  treatments. 


At  Clinics  and  Centres 

Welfare 

Homes 

Blind 

Homes 

Domiciliary 

Treatment 

Total 

T reatments 

Elderly 

Physically 

Handicapped 

Expectant 

Mothers 

19.555 

(20,293) 

292 

(328) 

6 

(3) 

3,042 

(3.232) 

321 

(343) 

1,780 

(1.594) 

25,031 

(25.793) 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

On  31st  December,  29  persons  were  receiving  two  pints  of  free  milk  per  day  and  three  persons  were 
receiving  one  pint  compared  with  54  and  nine  respectively  in  1966.  Apart  from  the  extra  assistance  given 
to  Tuberculous  patients  by  national  benefits,  substantial  and  tangible  help  continues  to  be  given  by  the 
Voluntary  After-Care  Committees  who  raise  their  own  funds.  Some  of  these  Committees  extend  their  help 
to  sufferers  with  other  forms  of  chest  disease  and  heart  disease. 


Summary  of  formal  notifications  during  the  year 


Age  Periods 


Formal  Notifications 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 


0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55" 

65- 

75- 

Age 

un- 

known 

Total 

Respiratory,  Males 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

7 

7 

9 

7 

10 

2 

1 

49 

Respiratory,  Females 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

5 

3 

4 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Non-Respiratory,  Males 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

11 

Non-Respiratory, 

Females 

~ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 
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Persons  removed  from  the  register  during  year  : — 


Reason 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

Total 

(a)  Withdrawal  of  notification 

3 

— 

3 

(b)  Recovery 

180 

29 

209 

(c)  Death 

34 

4 

38 

(d)  Left  County  or  no  trace 

47 

47 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  cases  recorded  in  the  registers  kept  by  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  was  1,758  (1,284  Pulmonary  and  474  non-pulmonary)  as  compared  with  1956  (1,473 
Pulmonary  and  483  non-pulmonary)  at  1st  January,  1967.  Fourteen  of  the  pulmonary  patients  died  of 
tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


Age 

Period 

1962 

1963 

19 

64 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

5 to  14  years 

15  to  44  years 

3 

1 

2 

— 

2 

I 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

45  to  64  years 

65  years 

8 

1 

9 

3 

5 

8 

1 

3 

4 

2 

and  over 

9 

— 

5 

2 

5 

— 

12 

2 

10 

— 

8 

— 

20 

2 

16 

5 

12 

1 

22 

5 

14 

— 

14 

2 

Totals 

22 

21 

13 

27 

14 

16 

Mass  Radiography  Service 

The  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service,  South  Western  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  has  provided  the  following  figures  for  1967  in  respect  of  sessions  held  in  Gloucestershire. 


Total  X-rayed 

Male 

14,896 

Female 

10,917 

Total 

25,813 

Abnormalities  detected 

311 

144 

455 

No  diagnosis  yet  received 

38 

10 

48 

Abnormalities — Active  Tuberculosis 

11 

10 

21 

Requiring  Observation  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Healed  Tuberculosis 

48 

38 

86 

Non-tuberculous  Cases 

251 

96 

347 

Tuberculous  Welfare 

Arrangements  with  the  Bristol  Corporation  whereby  Gloucestershire  residents  who  attend  the  Bristol 
Chest  Clinics  and  Hospitals  are  supervised  by  Bristol  Welfare  Officers,  continued  to  work  smoothly.  55 
patients  were  seen  by  the  Social  Workers,  44  of  whom  were  admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital,  many  were 
seen  each  week  when  the  hospital  was  visited. 
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REPORT  OF  F.  J.  D.  KNIGHTS,  ESQ.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

SENIOR  CHEST  PHYSICIAN,  NORTH  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  CLINICAL  AREA 

Seventy-three  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  northern  area  of  the  County  of  Gloucestershire,  including 
Cheltenham  Borough  were  handled  in  the  chest  clinic  services.  They  are  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Haematogenous,  Abdominal 


including 

Orthopaedic 

Primary  or 

Miliary  and 

and  Cervical 

post-primary 

Minimal 

Moderate 

Advanced 

Total 

Meningeal 

Glands 

infection 

Phthisis 

Phthisis 

Phthisis 

County 

2 

10 

7 

6 

3i 

— 

56 

Cheltenham 

— 

5 

— 

3 

9 

— 

17 

Of  the  56  County  patients  26  were  referred  by  general  practitioners,  15  by  other  hospital  departments, 
10  by  Mass  Radiography  and  5 picked  up  as  contacts. 

1 of  the  patients  notified  was  an  immigrant,  who  was  notified  as  a non-respiratory  case  when  an  in- 
patient in  Bristol  General  Hospital. 


Contact  Examinations 

Contact  examinations  arose  out  of  51  notifications.  5 notifications  involved  no  further  action  being 
themselves  contacts. 

Average  number  of  contacts  per  case  : listed  6.5 

seen  6 

This  does  not  include  17  adults  and  7 children  outside  the  clinical  area  who  were  referred  to  other 
Chest  Clinics. 

Number  of  adults  called — 232.  Number  attended — 207  = 89.5%. 

One  woman  was  notified  as  a result  of  these  examinations,  and  this  was  an  old  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  who  was  re-examined  when  her  daughter  developed  a tuberculous  infection,  and  was  found 
to  have  re-activated.  3 were  transferred  to  the  Chest  Clinics  for  follow-up,  but  were  not  notifiable,  and  one 
was  found  to  be  already  under  the  Chest  Clinics. 

Of  102  children  called,  1 did  not  attend  at  all  ; 2 were  tuberculin  positive  and  were  clinically  and 
radiologically  well  on  their  first  examination,  but  the  parents  refused  any  further  follow-up  ; 5 were  found 
to  be  tuberculous  and  were  notified  ; another  child  of  the  infectious  mother  mentioned  above,  and  also  the 
child  of  a close  friend  ; 2 were  sisters,  contacts  of  their  father,  and  1 boy  was  also  a contact  of  his  father. 

1 boy  was  not  tuberculin  tested  as  he  is  an  eczema  case,  but  is  kept  under  observation  radiologically  ; 

2 children  were  found  to  be  already  under  the  care  of  the  Chest  Physician  or  Paediatrician  at  Bristol. 


The  remaining  93  are  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Tub.  +ve,  age  12  - 16  for  M.M.R.  follow-up  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tub.  +ve,  age  5-12  referred  to  G.P.  and  H.V.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tub.  +ve,  retained  under  clinic  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tub.  + ve,  previously  B.C.G. ’d  as  contacts,  and  re-checked  ...  ...  ...  2 

B.C.G.,  vaccinated  at  school,  for  X-ray  follow-up  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tub.  — ve,  successfully  B.C.G.  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Tub.  -ve,  awaiting  B.C.G.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tub. -ve,  failed  to  attend  for  B.C.G.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tub. -ve,  and  discharged  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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REPORT  OF  R.  A.  CRAIG,  ESQ.,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 
CONSULTANT  CHEST  PHYSICIAN,  BRISTOL  CLINICAL  AREA 


The  sex  and  age  distribution  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurring  in  South  Gloucester- 
shire residents,  notified  by  Bristol  Chest  Clinic,  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  Table.  The  number  of  new 
cases  notified  in  1967  is  6 less  than  in  1966  and  is  the  lowest  so  far  recorded. 

Two  new  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1967  : one  male  aged  38  years  with 
tuberculosis  of  the  genito-urinary  tract,  and  one  female  aged  84  years  with  tuberculous  glands  of  neck. 

One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  a female  aged  56  years,  who  was  originally  notified  in  1937  and 
who  had  never  received  chemotherapy,  was  returned  to  the  Register  in  1967  with  a positive  sputum.  One 
case  of  tuberculosis  of  glands  of  neck,  a female  aged  50  years,  who  had  received  previous  treatment  elsewhere 
was  placed  on  the  Register. 

There  were  6 inward  transfers  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Of  these,  5 were  unemployed  males,  all 
living  at  the  Reception  Centre,  Winterbourne,  and  all  have  now  left  this  area.  In  3 cases,  their  disease  was 
considered  quiescent  but  not  well  healed.  In  2 cases,  their  disease  was  active  with  sputum  containing 
tubercle  bacilli.  These  2 cases  are  a possible  source  of  infection  to  others  ; their  whereabouts  is  unknown. 


New  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  1967 


Age  Group 
in  years 

Sputum  Negative  Cases 

Sputum  Positive  Cases 

All  Cases 

Male 

Female 

Both 

Sexes 

Male 

Female 

Both 

Sexes 

Male 

Female 

Both 

Sexes 

0-4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 - 14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■'t 

N 

1 

in 

M 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

25  - 34 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

35-44 

3 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

4 

45-54 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

55-64 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  + 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

All  Ages 

3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

10 
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Annual  Register  of  Patients  Excreting  Resistant  Tubercle  Bacilli 
in  the  Bristol  Clinical  Area  (1957-  1967) 
as  on  31st  December,  1967 


Year 

New 
Cases 
in  Year 

Resistance 

Dead 

Quies- 

cent 

Trans- 

ferred 

Alive 

and 

Active 

No.  on 
Register 
31.12  e.y. 

Primary 

Acquired 

1957 

44 

10 

34 

23 

12 

9 

0 

44  - 1957 

1958 

3i 

3 

28 

17 

12 

2 

0 

36-  1958 

1959 

29 

4 

25 

8 

21 

0 

0 

32  - 1959 

i960 

16 

1 

15 

8 

5 

3 

0 

35  - i960 

1961 

22 

2 

18 

6 

11 

2 

1 

45  - 1961 

1962 

15 

3 

12 

4 

9 

1 

1 

30  - 1962 

1963 

13 

2 

11 

9 

8 

3 

0 

27  - 1963 

1964 

10 

2 

8 

2 

5 

2 

1 

21  - 1964 

1965 

15 

5 

10 

2 

11 

1 

1 

26  - 1965 

1966 

13 

0 

13 

4 

5 

1 

3 

24  - 1966 

1967 

8 

1 

7 

0 

0 

0 

8 

15  - 1967 

Notes  : (1)  Of  206  patients  found  to  have  Resistant  Tubercle  Bacilli  between  1957  and  the  end  of  1966 

only  7 are  still  alive  and  have  had  a positive  resistant  sputum  test  within  1967. 

(2)  8 new  cases  were  discovered  in  1967.  There  were  therefore  15  active  resistant  cases  altogether 
in  the  Bristol  Clinical  Area  on  31st  December,  1967. 

(3)  Of  the  15  cases,  7 are  resistant  to  one  drug,  3 are  resistant  to  two  drugs  and  5 are  resistant 
to  three  drugs. 


(4)  1 of  the  15  cases  is  from  the  Weston-Super-Mare  Area  and  1 from  the  Clevedon  Area. 

(5)  Only  one  “ secondary  ” case  is  known  to  have  arisen  from  all  these  “ resistant  ” cases 
during  the  whole  of  10  years  of  observation. 

(6)  Two  of  the  patients  are  sputum  negative  but  have  resistant  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  pleural 
fluid  and  one  patient  has  “ anonymous  ” mycobacteria.  These  three  patients  could  therefore 
be  deemed  to  be  non-infectious. 


(7) 


Four  of  the  remaining  patients  are  in  one  way  or  another  “ non-co-operators.” 
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(c)  Health  Education 

1967  has  been  a year  of  further  expansion  in  all  aspects  of  Health  Education.  In  particular  Cancer 
Education  ; 45  requests  for  talks  were  received  from  organisations,  mainly  women’s  organisations,  compared 
with  only  6 in  1966.  In  schools  329  talks  were  given,  an  increase  of  104,  “How  the  Body  Works,”  “Hygiene” 
and  “ Parentcraft  ” were  the  main  subjects.  The  Smoking  and  Health  Campaign  has  continued  with  talks 
and  films  in  184  schools. 

In  the  re-planning  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  to  give  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  more  oppor- 
tunity for  Health  Education  in  the  centres,  nine  sessions  for  voluntary  helpers  on  the  arrangement  and  use 
of  play  corners  were  organised.  These  sessions  were  well  attended  and  a number  of  centres  are  now'  using 
play  corners  for  the  use  of  the  children  while  the  mothers  take  part  in  group  discussion. 

In-service  training  has  been  arranged  for  Health  Visitors,  who  visit  the  Section  in  groups  for  informa- 
tion on  the  use  and  availability  of  visual  aids.  The  residential  course  on  “ Communication  in  Health 
Education  ” was  again  arranged  at  St.  Anne’s  Diocesan  House,  Cheltenham  in  December  with  an  attendance 
of  twenty.  The  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  provided  a three  day  course  on  “ Class  Control  ; 
Teaching  Techniques  and  Questioning  ” and  20  Health  Visitors  and  Dental  Auxiliaries  attended. 

Exhibitions  were  displayed  at  24  Regent  Street,  Kingswood  ; Soundwell  Swimming  Baths  ; the 
Rural  District  Office  at  Dursley  ; Shaftesbury  Hall,  Cheltenham  ; Stroud  High  School  ; Gloucester 
College  of  Education  and  Awre  Agricultural  Show.  Topics  included  Mental  Health,  Care  of  the  Elderly, 
Food  Hygiene  at  home  and  in  catering  and  Family  Life.  There  has  been  co-operation  with  the  Gloucester 
Association  for  Family  Life  and  the  Gloucester  City  and  County  Appeal  for  the  Prevention  of  Cervical 
Cancer  in  promoting  these  aspects  of  Health. 

Number  of  talks  given  : — 


Parentcraft  Classes 

• • • 

1,091 

Adult  Organisations 

... 

501 

Youth  Organisations 

...  ... 

114 

Schools 

• • • • • • 

329 

Schools  (Smoking  and  Health)  ... 

184 

Venereal  Disease  ... 

...  ... 

9 

Old  People’s  Clubs 

• • • • . • 

• • • 

21 

Film  Shows 

• • • • • • 

• . • 

392 

d)  General 

(i)  Home  Nursing  Requisites 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St  John  Ambulance  Brigade  continue  to  act  as  the  County 
Council’s  agents  for  the  temporary  loan  of  articles.  The  two  organisations  maintained  68  depots  and  the 
voluntary  effort  expended  in  administering  these  depots  is  a source  of  much  satisfaction.  Articles  which 
are  required  for  long  periods  or  permanently  are  supplied  through  the  Department. 

(ii)  Rest  Homes 

Patients,  including  old  people  in  need  of  rest  and  recuperation,  numbering  199  in  the  year,  were 
sent  to  voluntary  administered  homes.  This  figure  excludes  mothers  with  young  children  sent  for  Mother- 
craft  training,  who  have  been  included  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  on  this  report. 


4i 


(xiv)  Home  Help 

The  basic  case  load  has  increased  by  nearly  200  in  this  year  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  45  long  term  cases 
were  transferred  to  Gloucester  City  in  April,  1967. 

In  addition  the  child  care  work  has  increased  by  approximately  50%.  This  includes  long  term  care  of 
30  families,  where  the  mother  has  died  or  deserted,  and  76  families,  where  short  term  assistance  was 
necessary  through  a confinement  or  short  term  illness.  390  children  were  kept  in  their  own  homes  who 
otherwise  might  have  had  to  be  taken  into  care  by  the  Children’s  Committee. 

Recruitment  of  staff  was  slightly  easier  during  the  year  and  the  imposition  of  Selective  Employment 
Tax  on  certain  types  of  female  employment  is  thought  to  have  increased  the  number  of  part-time  women 
available  for  the  service. 

Three  more  mobylettes  were  added  to  the  fleet  of  12  already  in  use  and  this  has  increased  mobility  of 
staff  and  eased  pressure  in  certain  areas. 

A one  day  Conference  for  home  helps  and  organising  staff  was  held  and  was  very  popular.  Approxi- 
mately 300  attended. 

Home  Helps  20  Full-time  (including  1 resident) 

1,222  Part-time  and  Casual 

Total  number  of  hours  for  year  : 880,435. 


Families  Assisted 


Aged  65 
and  over 
on  1st  visit 

Aged  under  65  on  first  visit 

Chronics 
and  T.B. 

Mentally 

Disord’d 

Matern- 

ity 

Others 

Total 

Cases  current  1st  jan.,  1967 

2,334 

234 

8 

25 

135 

2,736 

New  cases  occurring  during 
the  year 

1,069 

163 

34 

793 

679 

2,378 

Resident  cases 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

17 

Night  sitting  cases 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Total  for  year 

3,413 

397 

42 

828 

821 

5,501 

Cases  current  at  end  of  year 

2,445 

290 

20 

17 

143 

2,905 

Families  investigated  where  no  help  given  : 934. 
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(xv)  Mental  Health 

The  figures  quoted  in  this  section  are  inclusive  of  the  whole  County, 
i.  ( a ) Administration 

During  the  year  four  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  two  Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  seconded 
to  Certificate  in  Social  Work  Courses. 

( b ) Mental  Nursing  and  Residential  Homes 

Two  Mental  Nursing  Homes  remain  on  the  Council’s  register,  and  are  regularly  visited.  The  responsi- 
bility for  registration  of  Barn  wood  House  was  transferred  to  the  City  of  Gloucester  from  ist  April,  1967, 
under  the  Gloucester  Order,  1966. 

Registration  was  also  agreed  in  respect  of  a Residential  Home  but  issue  of  the  Certificate  was  subject 
to  the  Proprietors  complying  with  requirements  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer. 


2.  Staff 

{a)  Social  Workers 

All  the  established  mental  welfare  officer  posts  were  filled.  Eight  of  the  current  staff  are  Registered 
Mental  Nurses.  There  are  now  three  female  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

The  following  schedule  shows  the  progress  made  towards  securing  a fully  trained  and  experienced 
staff  : — 


Post  held 

Certificate 
in  Social 
Work 

Holding 
Declaration 
of  Recogni- 
tion of  Ex- 
perience in 
Social  Woik 

Attending 

Qualifying 

Courses 

Others 

Numbers 

Employed 

Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers 

2 

4 

*3 

— 

8 

Mental  Welfare  Officers 

6 

— 

3 

8 

17 

Totals 

8 

4 

6 

8 

25 

*One  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  holding  the  Declaration  of  Recognition  is  currently  attending  a 
Certificate  in  Social  Work  qualifying  Course. 


(b)  Training  Centre  Staff 

Three  members  of  the  Training  Centre  staff  have  been  awarded  the  Declaration  of  Recognition  of 
Experience  by  the  Training  Council  for  Teachers  of  the  Mentally  Handicapped.  The  following  schedule 
shows  the  teaching  staff  who  are  qualified  and/or  experienced. 
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Training 

Centres 

Staffs 

N.A.M.H. 

Diploma 

Other 

Qualifica- 

tions 

Attend- 

ing 

Courses 

Holding 

D eclaration 
of  Recogni- 
tion of 
Experience 

Unqualified — Training  Centre  Service 

Totals 

Over 

10  yrs. 

8-10 

yrs. 

6-8 

yrs. 

4-6 

yrs. 

less  than 

4 yrs. 

Head 

Teachers 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Managers 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Instructors 

5 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

17 

Teachers 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Assistant 

Super- 

visors 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

_____ 

1 

7 

20 

Trainee 

Assist. 

Super- 

visors 

1 

5 

6 

Teachers 

part-time 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

24 

10 

4 

4 

1 

4 

— 

2 

17 

66 

3.  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community 

(a)  Mental  Illness 

(i)  Community  Care 

At  31st  December,  1967,  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  visiting  724  patients,  compared  with  829 
(31.12.66). 

(ii)  Hospital  Admissions  and  Discharges 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  directly  concerned  with  the  admission  of  541  mentally  ill  patients. 
The  cases  admitted  in  1966  totalled  559. 


Informal 
Observation  . . . 
Treatment 
Emergency 

Court  Orders 

... 

233  (43-1%) 
144  (26.6%) 
17  (3*2%) 

146  (27.0%) 
1 (0.2%) 

541 
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The  following  table,  compiled  from  information  supplied  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Hospitals  concerned, 
summarises  the  County  patients  admitted  for  hospital  treatment  during  1967  : — 


Hospitals 

Informal 

Subject 
to  detention 

Totals 

Horton  Road  and  Coney  Hill 

554 

274 

828 

Glenside 

177 

21 

198 

Barrow 

115 

14 

129 

Littlemore,  Oxford 

22 

2 

24 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

868 

311 

IT79 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  in  1966  totalled  1,312 — 1,006  informally  and  306  on  a compulsory 
basis. 

Of  the  cases  with  which  Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  concerned  in  1967,  there  were  fewer  emergency 
(Section  29)  admissions — i.e.  146,  compared  with  156  (1966)  and  199  (1965). 
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(. b ) Mental  Subnormality 
(i)  Community  Care 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  new  cases  were  referred,  compared  with  210  (1966),  246  (1965),  216  (1964) 
and  193  (1963).  The  majority  of  referrals  were  again  made  on  an  informal  basis. 


Subnormal 

Severely  Subnormal 

Source  of  Referral 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

Local  Education  Authority 
Unsuitable  for  education  at  School... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

3 

— 

— 

7 

8 

For  care  and  guidance  after  leaving 
school 

6 

8 

42 

26 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

82 

School  Medical  Officer 

Informal  referral  for  diagnostic  atten- 
dance at  Training  Centres 

1 

___ 





1 



_____ 

_ 



. 

1 

As  obviously  unsuitable  for  education 
at  school 

9 

5 

— 

— 

14 

14 

8 

— 

— 

22 

36 

Other  Local  Health  Authorities 

1 

4 

7 

3 

15 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7 

22 

On  discharge  from  hospital  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Informal  - awaiting  placement  in 
Special  Schools 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Others  (e.g.  By  Parents,  M.W.O’s, 
Children’s  Officer,  etc.)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Totals 

19 

18 

50 

30 

117 

21 

14 

1 

3 

39 

156 

There  were  also  thirteen  referrals  of  children  under  the  age  of  16  years  (9  boys  and  4 girls),  whose 
classification  was  pending. 

The  register,  at  31st  December,  1967,  included  1,949  subnormal  patients,  compared  with  1,873  at 
31.12.66. 

During  1967,  the  names  of  49  persons  were  removed  from  the  register.  They  had  all  succeeded  in 
maintaining  employment  and  acceptable  social  standards.  A further  33  patients  left  Gloucestershire  and 
11  died. 
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The  register,  at  31st  December,  1967,  included  : — 


Nature  of  care, 
treatment 
and  guidance 

Subnormal 

Severely  Subnormal 

Totals 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Receiving  care  and  guid- 
ance in  the  community 

65 

48 

405 

315 

833 

93 

85 

168 

145 

491 

T324 

Under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

In  Hospital  (including 
patients  on  leave) 

12 

10 

124 

118 

264 

61 

28 

142 

128 

359 

623 

Totals 

77 

58 

529 

433 

1,097 

154 

113 

3ii 

274 

852 

1 >949 

Of  the  1,326  patients  receiving  care  and  guidance  in  the  community,  371  (27.9%)  were  in  regular 
employment.  Comparable  figures  for  1966  were  365  employed  (28.7%)  of  a total  of  1,271. 


Agriculture 

56 

Local  Authorities 

14 

Domestic  Work 

58 

Remploy  Factories 

11 

Factories 

MS 

Retail  Trades 

27 

General  Labour 

34 

Other  Work 

26 

(ii)  Guardianship 

At  31st  December,  1967,  there  were  only  two  patients  under  Guardianship,  both  residing  in  the  Chelt- 
enham area. 


(iii)  Assessment  Clinics 

During  1967,  37  appointments  (14  new  cases  and  23  for  follow-up)  were  arranged  for  Gloucestershire 
patients  at  the  Bristol  Assessment  Clinics.  At  the  Gloucestershire  Royal  Hospital  107  appointments 
(35  new  cases  and  72  for  follow-up)  were  made. 

There  is  a waiting  list  for  Clinic  appointments  and  an  increasing  demand  by  parents  for  opportunities 
of  meeting  Consultant  Psychiatrists  for  advice  regarding  the  care,  treatment  and  future  accommodation 
of  subnormal  patients. 
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(iv)  ADMISSIONS  TO  HOSPITAL — LONG-TERM  CARE 


Hospitals 

Informal 

Subject  to  Detention 

Total 

On  Application 

Court  Orders 

All  Saints 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Stoke  Park 

18 

4 

— 

22 

Hortham 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Brentry 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Pewsey 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sandhill  Park 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Borocourt 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

24 

7 

1 

32 

The  waiting  lists  for  long-term  hospital  care  increased  slightly  during  1967,  and  included  83  patients 
at  31.12.67,  compared  with  77  (1966)  and  74  (1965). 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  list,  based  on  the  relative  urgency  of  the  need  for  vacancies. 
The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  number  of  patients — included  in  the  total  figures — within  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board  area. 

The  list  includes  nine  subnormal  children  below  the  age  of  five  years. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Urgently  requiring  admission 

2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

5 

Early  admission  desirable  ... 

11 

6 

11 

3 

22 

9 

Included  in  list  to  cover  possible  breakdown 
of  present  arrangements  (e.g.  illness  of 
parents,  loss  of  residential  employment) 

6 

13 

6 

17 

12 

30 

Totals  ... 

19 

22 

20 

22 

39 

44 

(3) 

(3) 

(2) 

(1) 

(5) 

(4) 

(v)  Admissions  for  Temporary  Care 

During  1967,  short-term  care  was  arranged  for  72  patients,  compared  with  46  (1966),  64  (1965),  55 
(1964),  and  59  (1963). 
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(vi)  Training  Centres 

In  March,  1967,  new  Centres  were  opened  at  Cinderford  and  Thornbury.  The  Cinderford  Adult 
Centre  has  relieved  the  pressure  on  the  Dockham  Road  Centre,  which  now  caters  solely  for  junior  trainees. 
The  Thornbury  Centre  has  accommodation  for  junior  and  senior  trainees,  and  includes  a Special  Care 
Unit.  Trainees,  transferred  to  Thornbury  from  the  Blackhorse,  Stonehouse  and  Warmley  Centres,  now 
have  shorter  transport  routes.  The  Thornbury  Training  Centre  has  also  provided  facilities  for  trainees 
from  the  Severn  Vale  area,  who  lived  outside  the  transport  routes  of  other  Training  Centres. 

In  1967  thirty-eight  new  persons  were  admitted  to  Training  Centres — compared  with  50  in  1966. 

The  proportion  of  adults  on  the  register  of  each  Centre,  and  the  average  daily  attendances  during  the 
year,  are  summarised  in  the  following  schedule  : — 


Training  Centre 

Average  % 

Daily  Attendance 

Total  Number  on 
Register  at  31.12.67 

Number  of  Adults 
(i.e.  over  age  16) 

Full-time 

Staff 

Blackhorse  Adult 

79% 

76 

76 

8 

Cheltenham  Adult 

76% 

76 

76 

7 

Cheltenham  Junior 

83% 

105 

22 

12 

Cinderford  Adult 

81% 

4i 

41 

5 

Cinderford  Junior 

92% 

3i 

1 

5 

Cirencester 

83% 

60 

34 

7 

Stonehouse 

83% 

63 

39 

6 

Thornbury 

82% 

45 

20 

5 

Warmley  Junior 

80% 

54 

4 

7 

Totals 

82% 

55i 

313 

62 

At  31st  December,  1967,  there  were  23  infants  (children  under  the  age  of  five  years)  attending  the 
Junior  Centres  ; the  majority  being  admitted  during  1967.  There  has  been  a significant  increase,  during 
recent  months,  in  the  number  of  requests  made  by  parents  for  the  admission  of  their  handicapped  infants 
to  Training  Centres.  Generally,  priority  for  these  admissions  is  given  to  children  who  need  diagnostic 
assessment,  intensive  training  or  where  their  continued  care  is  detrimental  to  the  health  and  welfare  of 
their  mothers  and  families. 

(vii)  Voluntary  Agencies 

The  members  of  the  Gloucestershire  Association  for  Mental  Health  and  the  Gloucestershire  Branches 
of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  have  again  been  most  helpful  and  generous. 
They  were  of  great  help  in  sponsoring  and  organising  Mental  Health  Week  activities  which,  in  1967, 
emphasized  the  need  for  professional  and  voluntary  workers  in  the  Mental  Health  Services.  An  essay 
competition  was  again  included  for  older  school  children  on  the  subject  of  Mental  Health. 

A new  Branch  of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  was  formed,  including 
parents  of  the  trainees  attending  the  new  Thornbury  Centre. 

(viii)  Hostel — Residential  Accommodation 

Merrowdown  was  again  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year.  About  two-thirds  of  the  residents  were  in 
regular  employment. 

There  is  a waiting  list  for  placement  in  hostels  for  male  and  female  subnormal  persons. 

The  Superintendent  again  arranged  for  all  residents  to  have  a seaside  holiday,  mostly  in  small  unaccom- 
panied groups,  staying  in  boarding  houses. 
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(ix)  Social  Clubs 

Attendances  at  these  Clubs  now  include  up  to  335  members.  A Club  has  been  formed  at  the  new 
Thornbury  Centre,  with  an  initial  register  of  20  members. 

(x)  General  Developments 

A Staff  Conference  was  held  at  Hortham  Hospital  by  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee.  186  delegates  attended,  including  members  of  the  Children’s,  Health  and  Welfare 
Departments,  Hospital  Staffs  and  staff  of  neighbouring  Authorities. 

During  1967,  six  mentally  ill  patients  were  placed  in  hostels  (Richmond  Fellowship,  S.O.S.  Society 
and  Bristol’s  Devon  House)  for  periods  of  rehabilitation.  From  the  limited  demand  for  such  placements 
it  is  evident  that  the  provision  of  a Hostel  for  the  mentally  ill  would  meet  a very  limited  need  and  would  be 
economically  unsound,  as  the  occupation  rate  would  be  very  low.  It  is  intended  to  continue  to  afford 
financial  help  to  meet  the  cost  of  placing  such  patients  in  hostels  of  voluntary  organisations  or  neighbouring 
Authorities. 

It  is,  apparently,  the  Minister’s  intention  that  adult  subnormal  patients  in  the  “ special  care  ” category 
— i.e.  who  require  some  nursing  and  medical  care  and  a considerable  degree  of  help  in  feeding,  dressing  and 
toileting — should  be  regarded  as  requiring  Hospital  care,  rather  than  admission  to  a Training  Centre.  The 
South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  set  up  a Liaison  Sub-Committee  to  enquire  into  possible 
methods  of  improving  the  effectiveness  of  the  hospitals  for  the  mentally  subnormal.  The  Committee  is 
actively  investigating  the  need  of  further  Assessment  Clinic  facilities,  a definition  of  the  catchment  areas 
for  each  Hospital  Group,  and  the  provision  of  Day  Hospital  facilities,  in  the  community,  for  the  day-time 
care  of  adult  special  care  cases.  These  facilities  would  be  of  very  real  benefit  to  the  parents  of  these  patients, 
whom  they  wish  to  care  for  at  home  but  whose  needs  are  an  almost  intolerable  burden,  particularly  for 
ageing  parents. 

Admissions  to  Day  Hospitals  will  be  an  added  responsibility  for  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
and  will,  for  this  reason,  restrict  such  admissions  to  those  adult  special  care  cases  living  within  an  approxi- 
mate radius  of  ten  miles  from  the  Day  Hospitals. 


3.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Care  of  Handicapped  Persons 
(a)  Blind 


(i)  Age  at  Onset  of  Blindness  of  New  Cases  : — 
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3 

4 

2 

3 

5 

17 

12 

7 

2 

60 
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2 

1 

1 

7 

2 

11 

3i 

19 

19 

9 
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T 

3 

— 
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— 
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3 

4 

5 

9 

5 

16 

48 

3i 

26 

11 

162 

The  total  number  of  blind  persons  in  the  County  was  1,114  as  compared  with  1,100  in  1967.  Above 
registrations  do  not  include  transfers  from  other  authorities. 
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(ii)  Recommendations  of  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  and  Causes  of  Blindness 


Recommendations 

Causes 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Other 

(a)  No  Treatment 

26 

4 

39 

(b)  Treatment  (Medical,  Surgical  or  Optical) 

36 

11 

46 

(c)  Number  of  Cases  which  on  follow  up  action 

have  received  treatment 

21 

10 

16 

(iii)  Education  and  Employment 


Age  Under  2 At  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


Age  2-4  At  Home  . . . 

Ineducable  ... 
Nursery  School 


5 

5 

o 


Age  5-15  Special  School  3,  with  other  defects,  1 4 

Other  School,  no  defects  ...  ...  ...  1 

Not  at  School,  no  defects  ...  ...  1 

Ineducable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Age  16  - 20  Vocational  Training  ...  ...  ...  1 

Open  Employment  ...  ...  ...  4 

Undergoing  Training  for  Open  Employ- 
merit  •••  * • » •««  •••  2 

Undergoing  Training — Professional  Em- 
ployment ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Unemployed  Subject  to  Training  ...  4 

Unemployed — already  trained.  Open  Em- 
ployment ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unemployed  but  capable  without  T raining  6 

Workshops  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  7 

Homeworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Gainfully  Employed  ...  ...  ...  94 

Not  available  16-59  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

60-64  • • • . . . • • • . • • ...  40 

Not  Capable  16-59  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

60-64  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Over  65  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  770 


Total 


1,114 
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(iv)  Social  Rehabilitation 

One  woman  attended  a three  month’s  course  of  Social  Rehabilitation  during  the  year,  from  which  she 
derived  much  benefit,  now  being  able  to  perform  many  tasks  in  the  home  which  she  could  not  attempt 
before. 


(v)  Industrial  Rehabilitation 

During  the  year  seven  men  and  one  woman  attended  the  Industrial  Rehabilitation  Centre,  Torquay. 
Of  these  one  man  undertook  further  training  at  the  Government  Training  Centre,  Letchworth,  and  one 
man  is  awaiting  a vacancy  at  Letchworth.  Two  men  and  one  woman  are  still  at  Torquay  and  three  men  are 
still  awaiting  employment. 


(vi)  Homeworkers’  Scheme 

This  Scheme  covers  various  occupations  such  as  Piano  Tuners,  Shop  Keepers,  Basket  Makers, 
Salesmen,  Machine  Knitters,  Smallholders,  etc.  At  present  there  are  15  Homeworkers  gainfully  employed 
in  this  way. 


(vii)  Welfare  Service 

During  the  year  7,959  visits  to  blind  persons  were  made  by  the  Welfare  Officers  for  the  Blind,  to  give 
assistance  to  newly  blinded  people  in  helping  them  to  adapt  to  their  disability  and  to  give  general  advice 
and  guidance  to  all  classes  of  blind  people  and  their  families. 

1,095  lessons  in  Braille,  Moon  and  handicrafts  were  given. 


(viii)  Social  and  Handicraft  Centres 

Social  centres  were  held  weekly  in  Cheltenham,  and  monthly  in  Almondsbury,  Cirencester,  Cinderford, 
Kingswood,  Stroud  and  Wotton-under-Edge. 

We  are  most  grateful  for  all  the  interest  and  help  given  by  so  many  people  in  all  parts  of  the  County. 


(ix)  Gloucestershire  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

The  Voluntary  Association  once  again  financed  the  Group  Holidays  at  Paignton  for  blind  persons 
from  the  Forest  of  Dean,  Filton,  Almondsbury,  Cirencester,  Gloucester  Rural  and  North  Cotswold  areas . 

The  Voluntary  Association  also  financed  transport,  hire  of  halls,  etc.,  for  Social  Clubs  and  Handicraft 
Centres. 

A day  for  all  blind  and  partially  sighted  children  was  held  in  the  Spring  when  a visit  was  paid  to  Bristol 
Airport. 

The  Association  provided  many  blind  persons  in  the  County  with  apparatus,  aids,  books  and  magazines, 
etc.,  as  well  as  giving  generous  gifts  to  all  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  at  Christmastide.  In  addition 
maintenance  and  provision  of  batteries  was  undertaken  to  all  Wireless  Sets  distributed  by  the  Wireless  for 
the  Blind  Fund. 

Special  grants  were  made  by  the  Voluntary  Association  to  many  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  for 
clothing,  bedding,  furniture,  holidays,  etc. 

The  help  given  by  the  Voluntary  Association  does  much  to  further  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and 
partially  sighted  persons  in  the  County  and  is  deeply  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 
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(x)  Deaf/Blind 

This  small  but  doubly  handicapped  group  of  people  whose  only  means  of  communication  is  by  the 
use  of  the  Manual  or  by  block  letters  written  on  their  hands  has  had  quarterly  meetings  including  a Christ- 
mas party  and  Summer  Outing. 

A five-day  course  for  the  Deaf/Blind  was  run  by  the  Western  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind  at 
which  instruction  was  given  in  retention  of  clear  speech,  means  of  communication,  etc. 

All  these  activities  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  people  concerned. 

(xi)  Sales 

Owing  to  the  enthusiastic  efforts  of  the  Sales  Organiser  and  her  staff,  an  increased  number  of  articles 
made  by  blind  persons,  both  at  home  and  at  classes  was  sold. 

(xii)  Homes  for  the  Blind 

Ellerslie , Albert  Road , Cheltenham , and  Ferney  Hill , Dursley 

Responsibility  for  the  two  Homes  for  the  Blind,  accommodating  37  blind  people  and  23  elderly  infirm 
blind  people  respectively  was  transferred  from  the  Health  Committee  to  the  County  Welfare  Committee 
from  1st  October,  1967. 

This  action  was  taken  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  recommendation  that  elderly 
handicapped  persons  can  be  happily  integrated  with  other  elderly  persons  to  their  mutual  benefit.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  integration  which  is  to  take  place  gradually  will  result  in  a fuller  life  in  residential  accommoda- 
tion for  all  concerned. 

(xiii)  Western  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind 

Four  Social  Welfare  Officers  for  the  Blind  attended  a Refresher  Course  run  by  the  Western  Regional 
Association  for  the  Blind  on  Changes  in  Social  Legislation. 


(6)  Partially -Sighted 

During  the  year  53  names  were  added  to  the  County  Register,  excluding  transfers  from  other  areas. 
This  made  a total  of  242,  showing  an  increase  of  24  on  the  previous  year. 


(i)  Register — Age  Groups,  31ST  December,  1967 


0 - 1 
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Total 
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20 
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The  following  shows  how  the  Register  is  compiled  : — 

Ages 

o - i At  Home  or  Unsuitable  for  Education  at  School  i 

2-4  At  Home  or  Unsuitable  for  Education  at  School  2 

5-15  At  Special  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

At  Other  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Unsuitable  for  Education  at  School  ...  ...  7 

16-20  At  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Undergoing  Training  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Employed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Available  and  capable  of  training  or  work  ...  o 

Not  available  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Over  21  Training  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unemployed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Employed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Not  available  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Total  ...  ...  228 


(ii)  Newly  Registered  (excluding  Transfers  from  other  areas) 
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21-49 

50-64 

65  plus 
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16 

23 
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2 

22 

30 
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3 

— 

3 

8 

38 

53 

(iii)  Recommendations  of  Ophthalmic  Surgeons — Causes  of  Partial  Blindness 


Recommendations 

Causes 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others 

(a)  No  Treatment 

6 

2 

10 

(b)  Treatment  (Medical,  Surgical  or  Optical) 

(c)  Number  of  Cases  which  on  follow  up  action 

17 

4 

8 

have  received  treatment 

12 

2 

8 
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Talking  Book  Service 

Many  registered  blind  and  partially  sighted  people  enjoy  the  benefits  from  the  British  Talking  Book 
Service  for  the  Blind,  and  deeply  appreciate  the  provision  of  the  machines  which  is  now  the  responsibility 
of  the  Local  Authority. 

(c)  Deaf 

1,055  visits  were  made  during  the  year  of  which  242  were  in  Cheltenham  Borough.  Of  these  visits 
41  were  made  to  the  under  2 years,  235  to  2 - 16  years,  359  to  16  - 65  years  and  420  to  over  65  years. 

Evening  rehabilitation  classes  continued  to  be  held  at  Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary  on  1st  and  3rd 
Wednesdays  and  at  Cheltenham  General  Hospital  on  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays.  These  include  auditory 
training,  lip  reading  etc.,  and  any  other  specific  help  required  by  individuals. 

Cheltenham  Club  for  the  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing  was  held  at  Dowty  House  on  1st  and  3rd  Monday 
evenings  of  the  month  until  November  when  it  changed  its  venue  to  the  United  Services  Club  and  is  now 
open  every  Monday  evening  with  Club  facilities  free  of  charge. 

Meetings  of  the  Stroud  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing  Club  were  resumed  on  the  2nd  Thursday 
evening  of  each  month.  It  was  organised  by  the  Secretary  and  members  of  the  Cheltenham  Club  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  will  be  taken  over  by  local  bodies.  In  view  of  the  increasing  noise  level  in  modern  factories 
particular  care  was  taken  to  advise  school  leavers  with  progressive  or  high  frequency  hearing  losses  on 
suitable  types  of  employment,  avoiding  environments  with  sustained  noise. 

27  infants  and  pre-school  children  were  screened  during  the  year.  Of  these  8 were  referred  for  clinical 
testing. 

The  Welfare  Officer  continued  to  sit  in  on  the  Hearing  Assessment  and  Training  Clinics  at  the 
Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary,  in  order  to  preserve  continuity  of  help  to  parents  and  held  instruction  classes 
for  school  children  undertaking  Deaf  Welfare  in  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award  Scheme  and  St  John’s 
Ambulance  Cadets.  Talks  were  also  given  to  Clubs,  Women’s  Organisations,  Student  Health  Visitors  and 
Student  Nursery  Nurses. 

The  Bristol  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Gloucester  Diocesan  Association  for  the  Deaf,  through  their 
respective  Superintendents  have,  during  the  year,  continued  to  give  a wide  variety  of  social  and  cultural 
assistance.  Their  officers  have  provided  interpretation,  especially  important  both  in  employment  and  in 
relation  to  births,  deaths,  marriages,  etc.,  situations  where  effective  communication  is  so  necessary.  The 
premises  of  both  Institutions  in  King’s  Square,  Bristol  and  St  Mary’s  Square,  Gloucester,  serve  their 
respective  areas  of  the  County,  giving  regular  programmes  of  assistance  as  well  as  individual  help  at  any 
time  to  the  deaf,  their  families  and  friends. 


The  numbers  on  the  register  on  the  31st  December  1967  were  as  follows  : — 


Children 
under 
age  16 

Persons 

age 

16  - 64 

Persons 
aged  65 
and  over 

Total 

(i)  Deaf  with  Speech — Male  ... 

11 

61 

15 

87 

Female 

9 

54 

26 

89 

(ii)  Deaf  without  Speech — Male 

8 

60 

10 

78 

Female 

2 

33 

13 

48 

(iii)  Hard  of  Hearing— Male 

132 

138 

183 

453 

Female 

103 

183 

45i 

737 

Total  ... 

265 

529 

688 

1,492 
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(d)  Handicapped  ( other  than  Blind , Partially  Sighted  and  Deaf ) 

235  new  persons  were  referred  for  assistance  during  1967,  making  the  total  number  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  2,437,  as  shown  in  the  following  analysis.  209  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years  received 
some  form  of  assistance,  mainly  with  aids,  but  are  not  included  in  the  table.  Owing  to  Boundary  changes 
in  April,  45  persons  were  referred  to  Gloucester  City. 


Major  Handicaps 

Under 

16 

16- 

29 

30- 

49 

50- 

64 

65  + 

Total 

Amputations  ... 

1 

5 

13 

32 

60 

hi 

Arthritis  or  rheumatism 

2 

5 

4i 

155 

393 

596 

Congenital  malformations  or  deformities  ... 

49 

32 

20 

14 

17 

132 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito-urinary  systems,  of  the 
heart  or  circulatory  system,  or  the  respiratory  system 

(other  than  tuberculosis)  or  of  the  skin  ... 

8 

21 

24 

83 

66 

202 

Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax,  abdomen,  pelvis  or 
trunk.  Injuries  or  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the 

upper  and  lower  limbs  and  of  the  spine 

55 

69 

85 

98 

115 

422 

Organic  nervous  diseases — epilepsy,  disseminated 

sclerosis,  poliomyelitis,  hemiplegia,  sciatica,  etc. 

28 

102 

150 

215 

214 

709 

Neuroses,  psychoses,  and  other  nervous  and  mental  dis- 

orders  not  included  in  line  6 

— 

1 

6 

9 

7 

23 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ... 

— 

7 

24 

19 

20 

70 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory) 

3 

9 

17 

17 

14 

60 

Diseases  and  injuries  not  specified  above  ... 

6 

18 

9 

27 

52 

112 

T otcil  •••  •••  • » • •••  ••• 

152 

269 

389 

669 

958 

2,437 

Occupational  Therapy 

There  have  been  several  changes  of  staff  during  the  year  and  in  December,  1967,  the  number  of 
Occupational  Therapists  available,  was  — 4 full-time,  2 part-time  and  one  on  a sessional  basis. 

The  number  of  domiciliary  visits  made  by  the  Occupational  Therapists  during  the  year  was  4,661  and 
422  disabled  people  received  occupational  therapy  including  help  with  aids  to  daily  living  and  instruction 
in  craftwork.  A slight  decrease  on  last  year’s  figures  is  due  to  sickness  and  changes  of  staff. 

Occupational  Therapy  Centres  are  now  operating  as  follows  : — 

Valley  Road,  Cinderford  ; Church  Institute,  Stroud  ; St  Andrew’s  Methodist  Church  Hall,  Filton  ; 
Soundwell  Clinic,  Soundwell  ; Whaddon  Boys’  Club,  Dart  Road  Cheltenham  ; Leaholme,  The  Avenue, 
Cirencester,  Montpellier,  Gloucester  (run  by  Gloucester  City). 

The  first  purpose-built  Centre  in  Valley  Road,  Cinderford,  was  completed  in  March,  1967,  and  is 
on  the  same  site  as  the  Adult  Training  Centre  and  the  Sheltered  Workshop.  Lunches  are  provided  for  all 
three  sections  in  the  dining  hall  of  the  A.T.C.  This  hall  is  also  used  once  a week  by  the  Cinderford  Disabled 
Club  run  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 
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Social  Clubs  for  the  Disabled 

During  the  year  a new  club  was  started  in  Cinderford.  Clubs  are  now  flourishing  in  Dursley,  Stroud, 
Cheltenham,  Cirencester,  Stow-on-the-Wold,  Coalpit  Heath,  Alveston,  Cinderford  and  Gloucester.  Plans 
are  being  made  to  open  other  clubs  where  the  need  arises,  probably  in  Kingswood  and  Tewkesbury. 

St  Francis’  Day  Centre,  now  meeting  fortnightly  in  St  John’s  Hall,  Churchdown,  is  filling  a great 
need  for  the  Elderly  Homebound  disabled  from  both  Gloucester  City  and  Gloucester  Rural  areas.  It  is  run 
entirely  by  voluntary  helpers  and  has  the  support  of  the  local  clergy.  Two  meals  are  provided  and  greatly 
enjoyed  by  members  who  usually  eat  alone  ; games,  talks  and  entertainment  follow  and  one  of  the  clergy 
takes  a short  service  before  the  club  closes.  Transport  is  partly  covered  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service  and 
partly  by  volunteer  members  of  the  Churchdown  Women’s  Institute. 

Disabled  Motorists 

There  have  been  51  applications  for  the  Discs  issued  to  disabled  motorists  and  35  renewals  during 
the  year.  A total  of  296  disabled  motorists  have  applied  for  these  Discs  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in 
1965  and  there  have  been  170  renewals  to  date.  Many  acknowledge  the  assistance  they  have  received  from 
the  police  and  traffic  wardens.  The  Yellow  Discs  now  entitle  the  disabled  motorists  to  free  parking  in  many 
towns  and  exemption  from  toll  when  crossing  the  Severn  Bridge. 

Holidays 

Holidays  have  been  arranged  for  many  disabled  people  at  Burnham-on- Sea,  Weston,  Yelverton  and 
Minehead. 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  this  year  arranged  for  members  of  their  Social  Clubs  to  have  a week  at 
a Holiday  Camp,  some  at  Westward  Ho,  N.  Devon,  and  others  at  Caister  in  Norfolk. 

Help  the  Disabled  Week 

During  the  first  week  in  October  the  voluntary  side  of  the  work  was  publicised  and,  as  a result,  several 
offers  of  help  received. 

Cathedral  Service 

On  October  1st  a Service  was  held  in  Gloucester  Cathedral  and  over  500  people  attended.  Handicapped 
people  from  all  parts  of  the  county  came,  using  coaches,  specially  adapted  vehicles  with  hydraulic  lifts  for 
wheelchairs,  private  cars  and  many  motorised  tricycles. 

This  was  the  first  time  a County  Service  had  been  organised  and  the  enthusiastic  support  was  most 
encouraging.  Following  the  service  a large  party  from  the  Forest  of  Dean  was  entertained  to  tea  at  St 
Catherine’s,  Gloucester,  and  the  Cirencester  group  had  tea  at  St  John’s,  Churchdown. 

Handicapped  Children's  Party 

This  was  held  at  Cowley  Manor  on  17th  May,  and  52  children  attended  from  all  over  the  County. 
Fewer  children  than  usual  attended  as  the  age  group  was  kept  to  those  under  13  years  and  no  children  came 
from  Standish  Hospital.  This  was  one  of  the  most  successful  parties  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  everyone. 

Voluntary  Help 

The  social  side  of  the  work  is  carried  out  with  the  valuable  help  of  the  155  members  of  the  8 Area 
Committees.  They  not  only  visit  those  who  are  severely  handicapped  and  live  alone  but  also  arrange  coach 
outings,  parties,  shopping  expeditions  and  visits  to  Church  Services.  The  funds  raised  by  these  Committees 
also  provide  many  extra  comforts  not  available  through  the  Health  Service. 

Equipment  on  Loan 

Aids  for  the  handicapped  to  enable  them  to  alleviate  the  limitations  of  their  disablement  have  continued 
to  be  provided.  1,007  items  were  on  loan  including  articles  such  as  walking  aids  (555),  hoists  (12)  and  special 
bedsteads  (34). 
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(e)  Sale  of  Goods  Made  by  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped 

The  Sales  Organiser  and  Assistant  Sales  Organiser  together  with  other  members  of  Staff  gave  21  talks 
during  the  year,  and  attended  80  Sales,  including  the  Three  Counties  Show  at  Malvern,  Churchdown 
Trades  Fair  and  the  Cheltenham  Chrysanthemum  Show. 

Support  is  still  willingly  given  by  many  local  firms  and  organisations.  In  October,  1967,  it  was  found 
possible  to  open  a shop  at  2 College  Street,  Gloucester,  and  from  the  date  of  opening  until  the  end  of 
December,  1967,  over  £524  was  taken. 

Sales  during  the  year  amounted  to  £9,700  compared  with  £7,037  during  the  year  1966. 

(/)  Welfare  Assistants 

The  scheme  for  In-service  Training  continued  with  the  Welfare  Department  and  the  Cheltenham 
Borough  Council.  Three  assistants  commenced  full-time  courses  in  Colleges  of  Further  Education  in 
September,  and  one  who  successfully  completed  two  years’  full-time  training  in  July,  was  appointed  as  a 
Social  Welfare  Officer.  At  the  end  of  the  year  three  assistants  were  engaged  in  the  Department  on  In-service 
Training  and  four  assistants  were  in  attendance  at  full-time  courses. 


SECTION  C 
DISEASES 


1.  Infectious  Diseases 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  Table  II  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
(a)  Diphtheria 

1967  was  the  fourteenth  year  in  succession  without  a case  of  Diphtheria. 

(1 b ) Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  notifications  was  229  as  compared  with  271  in  1966. 

(c)  Measles 

There  were  5,443  cases  notified  as  compared  with  5,544  in  1966,  not  showing  the  biennial  increase, 
which  was  expected. 

(d)  Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  188  as  compared  with  200  in  1966. 

(e)  Pneumonia 

There  were  35  cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  as  compared  with  47  in  1966.  Of  these  9 occurred  in 
urban  districts  and  26  in  rural  districts.  355  deaths  were  recorded  as  compared  with  352. 

(/)  Influenza 

There  was  no  Influenza  epidemic  in  1967,  seven  deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  or  associated  with  this 
disease. 

( g ) Gastro- Intestinal  Diseases 

One  hundred  and  three  cases  of  dysentry  were  reported  as  compared  with  75  in  1966,  55  in  urban 
districts  and  48  in  rural  districts. 
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( h ) Diseases  of  the  Central  Nervous  System 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  anterior  poliomyelitis. 

(i)  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  notifications  to  41  (50  in  1966). 


2.  Venereal  Disease 


Report  by  A.  E.  Tinkler,  Esq.,  m.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Consultant  Venereologist,  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

In  1965  and  1966  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  County  residents  seen  at  the 
Venereal  Disease  Clinics  serving  the  area.  This  was  largely  accounted  for  by  a proportionately  large 
number  of  female  patients  temporarily  resident  at  the  Pucklechurch  Remand  Home.  Excluding  these 
patients  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  County  is  appreciably  below  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 


Table  i 

New  Cases  : All  Conditions — Gloucestershire  County  Residents 


Year 

New  Cases 

1961 

443 

1963  ... 

409 

1965  ... 

555 

1966 

647 

1967 

522 

Syphilis 

Although  the  incidence  of  Early  Syphilis  has  trebled  in  England  and  Wales  in  recent  years,  the  numbers 
of  such  cases  seen  at  centres  which  serve  predominately  rural  areas  remains  very  small. 

In  1967  one  case  of  early  syphilis,  seven  of  late  syphilis  and  no  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  were  seen 
in  County  residents. 

Gonorrhoea 

In  spite  of  the  very  disturbing  national  increase  over  the  past  decade  the  incidence  of  gonorrhoea  in 
County  residents  remains  stationary  and  is  significantly  below  the  peak  year  of  1965. 


Table  2 


Incidence  of  Gonorrhoea 


England 

Year 

and  Wales  and  Gloucestershire  Patients- 

England  and  Wales 

—1959  - 67 

Gloucester 

1959 

. . . 

31,320 

66 

1963 

. . . 

35,522 

83 

1965 

. . . 

36,615 

140 

1966 

. • • 

37,449 

113 

1967 

• • • 

38,648 

no 

59 


SECTION  D 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  COUNTY 


(i)  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts,  1944  - 1965. 

During  the  year  the  Housing  Services  Committee  considered  28  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes 
and  4 water  supply  schemes.  The  total  estimated  cost  was  £2,345,493  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal, 
and  £34,145  for  water  supply. 

For  the  financial  year  1966/67,  the  County  Council  made  contributions  under  the  County  scheme  for 
financial  assistance  to  District  Councils  amounting  to  £104,999  f°r  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  and 
£56,290  for  water  schemes. 


(ii)  Water 

Extensions  of  piped  supplies  continued  and  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  were  regularly 
made  in  all  areas.  The  following  items  of  particular  interest  have  been  extracted  from  the  reports  of  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


Charlton  Kings  Urban 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  new  premises  were  connected,  and  mains  were  extended  by  1,451  yards. 
Cheltenham  Borough 

The  water  supply  from  all  sources  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  Intermittent  discolouration 
during  the  warmer  months  continued  to  be  a nuisance,  but  the  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board 
was  to  construct  additional  plant  for  the  elimination  at  source  of  this  very  complex  problem.  The  application 
of  further  remedial  measures  to  distribution  mains  will  take  further  time. 

Four  thousand,  three  hundred  yards  of  new  extensions  of  mains  were  laid. 

Nailsworth  Urban 

Two  samples  taken  by  public  health  inspectors  from  the  mains  supply  were  satisfactory,  but  of  eight 
taken  from  private  piped  supplies  two  were  unsatisfactory. 


Stroud  Urban 

99.6%  of  the  inhabited  houses  are  served  by  mains  supply.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  situation  regard- 
ing independent  supplies  showed  a distinct  improvement.  During  the  year  six  dwellinghouses,  which  had 
formerly  used  suspect  private  supplies,  had  ceased  to  do  so.  Action  was  in  hand  to  purify  or  replace  private 
supplies  to  eight  more  dwellinghouses  and  to  two  industrial  premises.  The  situation  in  respect  of  dwelling- 
houses  was  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  dwelling- 
Number  houses  supplied 
of  sources  Internal  External 


Wells  ... 
Springs 


321 
12  13  — 


With  one  exception,  fourteen 
satisfactory  results. 


samples  taken  from  the 


Stratford  Park  Swimming  Pools  gave  very 


Tewkesbury  Borough 

One  hundred  and  sixty  yards  of  4 inch  water  main  was  laid. 

Cheltenham  Rural 

Six  hundred  and  thirty  connections  to  new  dwellings  were  made  to  the  public  water  mains  and  sixteen 
to  existing  dwellings. 
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Dursley  Rural 

Complaints  with  regard  to  water  pressure  in  the  Field  Lane  and  Elstub  Lane  areas  of  Cam  were  taken 
up  with  the  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board,  who  promised  to  lay  a new  main  to  overcome  the 
trouble. 

Fewer  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  the  discoloured  water  problem. 

North  Cotswold  Rural 

The  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  mains  supply  to  Adlestrop  and  Daylesford,  and  the  major  mains 
laying  scheme  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  district,  including  the  provision  of  two  new  reservoirs,  were 
completed. 

Northleach  Rural 

The  Cotswold  Water  Board  laid  300  yards  of  3 inch  mains  in  Andoversford. 

Stroud  Rural 

Organically  the  composition  of  the  water  from  the  sources  at  Chalford,  Gigs  Mill  and  Gaineys  Well  is 
variable  but  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  condition  of  all  samples  taken  by  the  North  West  Gloucester- 
shire Water  Board  during  the  year  proved  acceptable  for  the  purpose  of  a public  supply.  Faecal  pollution 
was  found  on  occasion  at  source  but  the  condition  of  the  final  waters  after  treatment  was  satisfactory. 

Tetbury  Rural 

The  Kingscote  scheme  was  completed  and  included  the  laying  of  3.8  miles  of  4 inch  and  1.4  miles  of 
3 inch  mains.  This  involved  the  construction  of  two  reservoirs,  with  capacities  of  75,000  and  35,000  gallons. 

Thornbury  Rural 

Existing  mains  were  extended  by  approximately  800  yards  to  serve  two  groups  of  properties  involving 
nine  dwellings. 

(iii)  Sewerage 
Cheltenham  Borough 

The  present  sewerage  and  water  pollution  control  arrangements  were  just  adequate,  but  the  Borough 
Council  had  submitted  a proposal  to  the  Ministry  for  the  first  stage  of  extensions  to  the  Water  Pollution 
Control  Plant  at  Hayden,  which  would  enable  the  plant  to  deal  with  a dry  weather  flow  of  8 m.g.d.  Both 
the  Chelt  main  sewer  and  the  Hatherley  sewer  were  overloaded  and  investigations  were  being  undertaken. 
It  was  hoped  to  submit  a draft  proposal,  with  estimates,  for  the  replacement  of  the  Chelt  main  sewer  in 
the  very  near  future. 

A proposal  had  also  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Outfall 
Sewer.  The  construction  of  this  sewer,  together  with  a future  scheme  of  drainage  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council,  will  enable  the  Barn  Farm  Sewer,  also  Barn  Farm,  to  be  dispensed 
with. 

Kingszvood  Urban 

The  trunk  sewer  scheme,  costing  £1,076,000,  which  had  been  in  progress  since  1965,  was  due  for 
completion  by  the  Autumn  of  1968.  Phase  I (£161,400)  of  the  storm  and  foul  sewers  to  the  Woodstock 
development  area,  was  due  for  completion  in  1968. 

An  investigation  into  the  conditions  of  surcharge  in  the  Southern  drainage  area  sewerage  system  was 
proceeding. 

The  Champion  Road  and  Anchor  Road  storm  water  relief  scheme  (£12,500),  commenced  in  1967, 
was  due  for  completion  early  in  1968.  This  scheme  involved  the  construction  of  an  underground  pumping 
station  at  Anchor  Road,  near  the  junction  with  New  Cheltenham  Road,  which  will  pump  surplus  storm 
water  into  the  twin  42  inch  storm  water  sewer  in  Fisher  Road. 


Nailsworth  Urban 

The  majority  of  the  district  is  sewered  to  the  Joint  Sewerage  Board’s  Disposal  Works  at  Stanley 
Downton.  There  are  three  small  private  sewage  disposal  plants,  and  all  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  are 
emptied  once  a year,  free  of  charge  to  the  occupiers,  by  the  Council’s  contractors.  27  new  dwellings  and 
4 existing  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewers.  215  yards  of  sewer  were  laid  by  agreement  with  a developer 
under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Tewkesbury  Borough 

Phase  1 of  the  improvement  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  construction  of  an  additional  humus 
tank,  was  completed. 

Cheltenham  Rural 

The  following  works  were  completed  : — Improvements  to  Great  Washbourne  S.D.W.  ; Reconstruc- 
tion of  sludge  beds,  Brockhampton  S.D.W.  ; Installation  of  clarifiers,  Ashchurch  S.D.W.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  following  work  was  in  progress  : — Provision  of  sewers,  works  and  pumping  stations  ; Twyning 
(nearing  completion)  ; Relief  sewer  Winchcombe  ; Enlargement  of  Winchcombe  S.D.W.  ; provision  of 
sewers  and  S.D.W.  Teddington  ; Extension  to  Gotherington  S.D.W.  ; Provision  of  sewer  to  Henley 
Bank,  Badgeworth. 

Cirencester  Rural 

Work  commenced  on  the  scheme  to  serve  Poulton,  Meysey  Hampton,  Driffield  and  the  Ampney 
Parishes  and  good  progress  had  been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A Wallace  Two  Tier  “ packed  sewage 
disposal  plant  ” was  installed  at  Hatherop  to  provide  for  six  Council  bungalows  and  the  effluent  from  the 
existing  Estate  sewer  catering  for  29  dwellings  and  the  village  school.  The  Estate  contributed  to  the  capital 
cost. 

The  septic  tank  emptying  service  was  well  received  in  its  first  full  year.  504  private  tanks  were  emptied, 
amounting  to  a total  of  575,990  gallons.  In  addition,  330,850  gallons  were  removed  from  Council  tanks. 

Gloucester  Rural 

The  Whitminster  scheme  was  completed. 

North  Cotswold  Rural 

The  Ebrington  scheme  was  completed. 

Northleach  Rural 

The  Sherborne  scheme  was  completed  and  21  premises  were  connected. 

Sodbury  Rural 

The  Hawkesbury  Upton  and  Horton  scheme  to  serve  353  properties  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £135*072 
was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  final  outfall  is  to  the  main  trunk  sewer  via  the  existing  sewer  at 
Hatters  Lane. 

The  Frenchay  scheme  is  scheduled  for  completion  in  March,  1968.  It  is  to  serve  85  properties  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £10,500. 

A small  extension  to  serve  Church  Road,  Yate,  was  constructed  during  the  year.  It  serves  31  existing 
properties  and  several  new  houses  in  the  course  of  erection. 

Stroud  Rural 

The  scheme  to  sewer  France  Lynch  village  commenced  and  will  provide  main  drainage  for  104  houses 
with  an  estimated  population  of  364. 

Tetbury  Rural 

A scheme  for  Didmartonand  Leighterton  with  the  combined  sewage  works  at  Didmarton  was  completed. 
2.5  miles  of  6 inch  and  9 inch  diameter  glazed  stoneware  gravity  sewers  were  laid  together  with  two 
miles  of  3 inch  plastic  pumping  main. 
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Thornbury  Rural 

Work  commenced  on  the  Oldown  scheme  estimated  to  cost  £78,273. 

The  scheme  to  serve  the  remainder  of  Hempton  Lane  by  a short  extension  of  the  existing  sewer  was 
completed  at  a cost  of  £2,536. 

The  Severn  Beach  short  extension  to  serve  four  properties  was  laid  at  a cost  of  £750. 

Warmley  Rural 

The  new  duplicate  trunk  sewer  progressed  steadily.  It  is  anticipated  that  5J  miles  will  be  completed 
and  serve  the  southern  portion  of  the  district  by  the  end  of  1968. 


(iv)  Housing 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  slum  clearance  and  new  houses  and  flats  completed  during  the  year. 


Slum  Clearance 

New  Houses  & Flats 
Completed 

Dem. 

Hoi 

Closed 

uses 

Part 

Closed 

Made 

Fit 

Council 

Private 

Dev. 

Charlton  Kings  U. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 (3) 

82 

Cheltenham  B. 

7 

5i 

5 

18 

163  (14) 

34i 

Cirencester  U. 

8 

— . 

— 

3 

70  (20) 

29 

Kingswood  U. 

19 

5 

1 

3 

35  (34) 

105 

M.angotsfield  U. 

— 

6 

— 

2 

11 

53 

Nailsworth  U. 

3 

3 

— 

13 

— 

27 

Stroud  U. 

32 

21 

2 

15 

75 

65 

Tewkesbury  B. 

4 

1 

1 

— 

100  (2) 

79 

Cheltenham  R. 

10 

— 

— 

52 

36 

368 

Cirencester  R. 

4 

5 

— 

4 

43  (18) 

109 

Dursley  R 

17 

23 

— 

10 

39  (3i) 

123 

East  Dean  R. 

9 

6 

— 

2 

49  (2) 

88 

Gloucester  R. 

1 

6 

— 

23 

83 

178 

Lydney  R. 

1 

2 

1 

— 

40  (12) 

82 

Newent  R. 

5 

4 

— 

1 

— 

47 

North  Cotswold  R. 

3 

15 

1 

34 

8 (8) 

130 

Northleach  R. 

1 

— 

— 

. 31 

4 

16 

Sodbury  R 

20 

36 

— 

56 

131  (83) 

634 

Stroud  R. 

16 

10 

— 

63 

67  (19) 

115 

Tetbury  R 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Thornbury  R. 

15 

4 

— 

87 

60 

334 

Warmley  R.  ... 

— 

3 

— 

12 

2 

32 

West  Dean  R.  

3i 

11 

— 

3 

32  (6) 

67 

T otcil  ...  . . . • • • 

212 

213 

12 

433 

1057  (252) 

3,126 

The  numbers  of  dwellings  built  for  old  people  are  shown  in  brackets. 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS 


i.  Milk  Supply 

There  was  a reduction  of  two  in  the  number  of  licenced  pasteurising  plants,  one  small  dairy  having 
ceased  to  operate  and  another  dairy  premises  being  affected  by  the  boundary  changes  arising  from  the 
Gloucester  Order,  1966.  At  the  end  of  the  year  11  pasteurising  plants  v/ere  in  operation  producing  23,260 
gallons  per  day  as  follows  : — 


8 H.T.S.T.  Plants  ...  21,200  gallons/day 

3 Holder  Plants  ...  ...  2,060  gallons/day 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  licenced  milk  dealers  at  the  end  of  the  year  (the  figure  for  1966 
being  shown  in  brackets). 


(a) 

Producer/Retailers  (licenced  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  and  includes  4 producers  who  retail  raw  milk  by  consent) 

95 

(100) 

(b) 

Producer/Retailers  (included  in  (a)  above)  holding  a licence  from  the 
County  Council  to  bottle  Untreated  Milk  from  other  producers 

7 

(11) 

(c) 

Dairies  dealing  in  Untreated  Milk  other  than  in  (a)  or  (b) 

6 

(5) 

(d) 

Pasteurising  Plants  including  4 licenced  to  deal  in  Untreated  Milk 

11 

(13) 

(e) 

Dealers  in  pre-packed  milk  (E  licences)  : — 

(i)  Retailers 

194 

(207) 

(ii)  Shops 

222 

(189) 

(iii)  Vending  Machines 

7 

(12) 

Total  ... 


542  (537) 
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2.  Routine  Sampling 

With  the  full  establishment  of  two  Milk  Sampling  Officers  from  ist  January,  the  regular  programme 
of  routine  milk  sampling  was  resumed.  Due  to  the  restrictions  imposed  because  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease, 
no  farm  samples  were  taken  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  and  retail  samples  were  limited  to  Urban 
areas  during  this  period. 

A detailed  summary  of  these  samples  is  set  out  below. 


Summary  of  Routine  Milk  Samples 


Origin  of 
Samples 

Designation 

Total 

Samples 

Taken 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Methylene  Blue 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

1 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Void 

Pass 

Fail 

Dealers 

including 

Processors 

Pasteurised 

2,804 

2,783 

21 

2,576 

85 

143 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

— 

Untreated 

IA75 

— 

— 

1,019 

102 

54 

— 

— 

Schools  and 

School 

Canteens 

Pasteurised 

815 

803 

12 

748 

36 

3i 

— 

— 

Untreated 

6 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

G.C.C. 

Properties 

Pasteurised 

106 

105 

1 

IOI 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Untreated 

5 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hospitals 

Pasteurised 

66 

64 

2 

64 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

5,022 

3,755 

36 

4,518 

225 

234 

45 

— 

The  Bacteriologists’  reports  showed  that  36  (0.95%)  of  the  Pasteurised  Milk  samples  were  inadequately 
pasteurised.  Although  slightly  lower  than  last  years  figure  of  1.12%,  this  still  is  regrettably  high.  Nearly 
one  third  (10)  were  from  dairy  plants  outside  the  County  area.  Of  the  remaining  26,  10  were  from  one 
dairy  and  8 from  another.  In  one  case  an  old  type  H.T.S.T.  plant  developed  a mechanical  defect.  The 
cause  of  the  other  failures,  in  a modern  H.T.S.T.  plant,  was  due  to  a minor  fault  in  technique. 

3.24%  of  Pasteurised  milk  samples  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test  for  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality, 
an  improvement  on  the  previous  year’s  figures  of  5.22%.  8.6%  of  the  Untreated  milk  samples  were  unsatis- 
factory to  this  test  (8.9%  last  year).  Failed  samples  obtained  direct  from  Producer/Retailers  were  referred 
to  the  County  Dairy  Husbandry  Advisor  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

There  have  also  been  a number  of  failures  on  milk  bought  in  shops,  emphasising  the  importance  of 
correct  rotation  of  stock  and  cool  storage.  These  points  are  taken  into  account  when  considering  the  licenc- 
ing of  such  premises  for  the  sale  of  milk. 
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3.  Dairy  Plants 


Two  new  churn  washers  have  been  installed  at  processing  dairies  during  the  year.  Samples  of  washed 
bottles  and  churns  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  from  all  plants.  Details  are  as  follows  : — 


Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Fairly 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

(a)  Bottles 

306 

175 

53 

78 

(b)  Churns 

125 

103 

5 

17 

Swab  tests  were  also  taken  from  processing  plants  to  check  the  efficiency  of  the  cleaning  process. 

6 complaints  arising  from  foreign  bodies  and  dirty  bottles  were  received  during  the  year  and  appropriate 
action  was  taken.  In  one  instance  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  a dairy  company  for  a dirty  milk 
bottle.  The  Company  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  £20,  plus  £12  12s.  od.  costs. 

4.  Brucella  Abortus 

Number  of  herds  from  which  samples  were  taken  : — 


(i)  Producer/Retailers 

103 

(ii)  Cream  Producers 

6 

(iii)  Producer /Wholesalers 

40 

149 

Number  of  herds  subsequently  fully  investigated  ...  ...  ...  23 

Herds  in  which  one  or  more  infected  cows  were  found  ...  ...  8 


Number  of 
Samples 

Milk  Ring 
Test  Positive 

Positive  by  culture 
re-inoculation 

Routine  or  first  samples 

1,191 

26  (+19) 

Guinea  pigs  not  ino- 
culated from  routine 
samples. 

Follow-up  samples  : — 

(i)  Individual 

400 

56  ( + 26) 

7+ 

(ii)  Group  ... 

19 

5 ( + 1) 

Nil. 

(iii)  Bulk  

19 

4 ( + 3) 

Nil.* 

Special  samples  : — 

(i)  Individual 

56 

15 

5 

(ii)  Bulk  

37 

18  (+1) 

1* 

Cream  producers  : — 

Bulk 

8 

2 

1 * * 

Total 

i>730 

126  ( + 50) 

14 

Notes  : — Figures  in  brackets  indicate  weak  positive  or  doubtful  results. 

Repeat  samples  were  taken  where  necessary. 
fOne  guinea  pig  died. 

*The  majority  of  bulk  samples  were  not  inoculated  into  guinea  pigs. 

**The  use  of  this  herd  for  cream  production  was  discontinued,  and  follow-up  samples  were  not 
taken. 
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Two  herds  arising  from  routine  samples  in  1966  and  a further  21  individual  producer /retailer  herds 
were  investigated  during  the  year.  Four  of  these  were  investigated  a second  time  because  of  a positive  milk 
ring  test  on  a subsequent  sample  of  retail  milk,  and  two  herds  were  examined  a third  time.  7 cows  from  5 
herds  were  found  to  be  positively  infected  with  Brucella  abortus.  One  producer,  with  three  infected  cows 
subsequently  ceased  to  retail  milk. 

Two  samples  from  a producer /retailer  in  a neighbouring  County  were  positive  to  the  milk  ring  test, 
and  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  authority. 

Special  samples  including  several  where  human  cases  of  undulant  fever  had  been  reported  in  persons 
living  on  or  associated  with  farms. 

47  samples  of  raw  cream  were  examined  by  the  milk  ring  test.  One  was  weakly  positive  the  remainder 
were  negative.  Sampling  was  extended  to  herds  other  than  producer/retailers,  the  milk  from  which  was 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  Untreated  cream.  One  herd  was  found  infected  and  action  was  taken  prohibiting 
the  use  of  milk  from  this  herd  for  production  of  cream. 


5.  Antibiotic  Sampling 


Number 

Number 

Presence  of 

of  Herds  Sampled 

of  Samples  Submitted 

Antibiotics  Detected  in 

79 

388 

4 

Warning  letters  were  sent  in  respect  of  the  four  unsatisfactory  samples,  and  in  each  case  repeat  samples 
were  satisfactory. 


6.  Tuberculosis 

65  samples  of  Untreated  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  bacilli. 
52  were  reported  negative.  In  the  other  cases  either  the  guinea  pigs  died,  or  samples  could  not  be  examined 
due  to  a shortage  of  guinea  pigs. 


7.  Cream 

188  samples  of  cream  were  submitted  for  examination.  1 sample  was  of  clotted  cream  and  the  remainder 
separated  cream.  140  received  some  form  of  heat  treatment  either  before  or  after  separation,  the  other  47 
being  Untreated  cream. 

Only  four  of  the  Untreated  creams  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  test  at  4 hours.  Of  42  samples  examined 
for  the  presence  of  faecal  coliforms  only  19  were  found  to  be  free. 

Of  the  140  heat-treated  creams  only  42  (32%)  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  test  at  4 hours.  This  shows 
no  general  improvement  on  last  year  although  in  some  cases,  particularly  in  those  samples  taken  at  processors 
premises,  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  colony  counts  in  samples  taken  in  the  last  few  months  of  the 
year. 

Some  creams  sampled  in  shops  produced  very  high  bacteria  counts,  one  sample  over  11  million 
colonies  per  ml.  Investigations  showed  that  many  of  these  poor  samples  had  been  over  kept,  one  sample 
being  thirteen  days  old  when  sampled. 

Samples  from  retailers  who  purchased  in  bulk,  either  in  can  or  churn,  and  transferred  the  cream  to 
retail  containers  on  their  own  premises  gave  a higher  percentage  of  samples  contaminated  with  coliforms 
than  any  other  group  of  heat  treated  creams.  These  creams  are  probably  older,  due  to  extra  time  in  transit 
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from  the  producer,  and  are  also  exposed  to  the  extra  risk  of  contamination  with  the  further  handling  on 
the  retailers  premises.  It  is  most  desirable  that  cream  should  be  filled  into  retail  containers  at  the  premises 
at  which  it  is  produced. 

It  is  felt  that  as  a result  of  cream  sampling  some  producers  methods  of  handling  have  improved  and 
much  valuable  information  has  been  gained  towards  an  overall  picture  of  the  conditions  of  cream  as  sold 
to  the  public. 

Summary  of  Cream  Samples 


Type 

No. 

Methylene  Blue 
Reduction 

: Test 

n 

Coliforms 

Faecal  Coliforms 

0 hrs. 
(Unsatis- 
factory) 

0-4  hrs. 
(Doubt- 
ful) 

4 hrs. 
(Satis- 
factory) 

Absent 

(Satis- 

factory) 

Present 

(Doubt- 

ful) 

Not 

done 

Absent 

(Satis- 

factory) 

Present 

(Unsatis- 

factory) 

Not 

done 

Untreated 

47 

22 

20 

4(1  void) 

8 

37 

2 

19 

23 

5 

Heat  Treated 

140 

60 

38 

42 

55 

81* 

4 

88 

37* 

15 

Clotted  ... 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Totals 

188 

83 

58 

46(1  void) 

63 

119 

6 

108 

60 

20 

*2  were  less  than  io  cols /ml. 


2.  REPORT  ON  THE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  ANIMAL  HEALTH  DIVISION, 
GLOUCESTER,  DURING  1967. 


I am  obliged  to  Mr  A.  Wilson,  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer,  for  this  report. 


(a)  Livestock  {Census  4th  June,  1967) 

Number  of  Cattle 
Number  of  Sheep 
Number  of  Pigs 
Number  of  Poultry 


215,308 

338,739 

H3A93 

2,033,296 


(b)  Notifiable  Diseases 


Disease 

I9< 

^7 

1966 

Negative 

Reports 

Investigated 

No.  of 
Confirmed 
Cases 

Negative 

Reports 

Investigated 

No.  of 
Confirmed 
Cases 

Anthrax 

215 

21 

162 

3 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  ... 

13 

8 

4 

— 

Fowl  Pest 

11 

2 

5 

1 

Swine  Fever 

8 

— 

18 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

1 
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(c)  Diseases  of  Animals  ( Waste  Foods)  Order , 1957 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  under  the  above  Order  has  increased  to  no.  The  importance  of 
adequate  boiling  and  handling  of  swill  has  assumed  increased  dimensions  in  view  of  the  recent  outbreaks 
of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

The  County  was  involved  in  the  widespread  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  which  affected  the 
Midland  Counties.  There  were  7 outbreaks  in  the  Winchcombe  area  and  1 near  Newent.  In  no  case  was 
swill  implicated  as  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

(d)  Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  184,337  cattle  were  tuberculin  tested  in  Gloucestershire  and  406  reactors  were 
disclosed.  This  represents  0.21%  of  all  animals  tested  as  compared  with  0.18%  in  1966  when  351  reactors 
were  disclosed. 

The  area  worst  affected  is  still  the  central  part  of  the  County.  There  did  appear  to  be  some  improve- 
ment in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  but  this  may  be  only  a temporary  respite.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
keep  tuberculin  testing  up  to  date,  but  the  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  has  made  this  difficult. 
The  breakdown  in  some  herds  appears  to  be  attributable  to  the  older  cow  failing  to  react,  or  only  slightly 
reacting,  to  the  tuberculin  test  and  becoming  an  open  case  in  her  old  age.  However,  in  a large  number  of 
breakdowns  this  is  not  so,  and  in  fact  the  animals  infected  are  mostly  heifers  or  young  cows. 


( e )  Tuberculous  Milk — Veterinary  Investigations 

During  1967,  no  reports  were  received  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Tubercle  bacilli  being 
found  in  bulk  milk  samples.  In  fact,  no  reactor  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  was  found  to 
have  T.B.  of  the  udder  on  post  mortem  examination. 


(/)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

The  number  of  herds  as  at  the  31st  December,  1967,  is  as  follows  : — 

Dairy  Herds  ...  ...  ...  1,758 

Beef  Herds  ...  ...  ...  1,473 

Mixed  Herds  ...  ...  ...  737 


3,968 


During  the  year,  3,371  herd  inspections  were  carried  out,  involving  the  clinical  examination  of  182,377 
cattle. 


(g)  Free  Calf  Vaccination 

This  scheme  had  increased  publicity  during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  more  widespread 
use  of  the  vaccine  especially  in  those  calves  likely  to  be  reared  for  breeding  purposes.  Vaccination  is  now 
carried  out  at  3 - 6 months  of  age. 


(h)  Brucella  Abortus  Infection  in  Milk 

Abortion  is  still  a real  problem  in  the  County,  and  the  amount  of  infection  in  raw  milk  must  still  be 
considerable.  However,  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  County  Public  Health  Officer,  infection  in  raw  milk  sold 
untreated  has  been  almost  eliminated.  During  the  year  the  Ministry  introduced  the  Brucellosis  Accredited 
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Herds  Scheme.  Although  not  directed  at  the  producer /retailer,  it  is  hoped  that  a large  number  will  join.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  76  herds  actually  progressing  towards  eradication.  Most  of  these  herds  were 
in  the  north  of  the  County,  but  it  is  hoped  that  in  1968  there  will  be  a considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  herds  participating. 


(i)  Salmonellosis  in  Cattle 

There  is  still  a large  number  of  herds,  both  dairying  and  rearing,  where  salmonellosis  infection  is  the 
cause  of  illness,  especially  in  young  stock.  Fortunately  it  does  not  appear  that  infection  is  often  transmitted 
to  people.  Nevertheless,  it  remains  a potential  danger  to  the  human  population. 


(j)  Poultry  Health  Scheme 

During  the  year,  130,748  birds  were  tested  in  54  flocks.  Again  this  year  no  reactors  were  found  to  the 
Pullorum  Test. 


(k)  The  Slaughterhouse  {Hygiene)  Regulations , 1958 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  {Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations , 1958 

During  the  year,  inspection  of  31  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  3 knackeries  were  carried  out  in 
conjunction  with  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  inspections  will  help  to  raise  the  uniform  minimum  standards  of  hygiene. 


(/)  Markets  {Protection  of  Animals)  Order,  1964 

Markets  {Protection  of  Animals)  {Amendment)  Order,  1965 

Regular  inspection  of  the  seven  livestock  markets  operating  in  the  County  were  carried  out  under  the 
above  Orders.  No  contraventions  were  noted. 


SECTION  F 
MISCELLANEOUS 


1.  Registered  Nursing  Homes 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  ten  nursing  homes  registered  in  the  County.  These  homes  provide 
171  beds  for  general  cases. 

2.  Food  Hygiene 

The  work  of  visiting  the  various  kitchens  at  County  Council  premises  was  continued.  All  premises 
falling  within  the  meaning  of  ‘ food  premises  ’ as  interpreted  by  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
i960,  are  subject  to  those  regulations.  Recommendations  have  been  made  wherever  necessary  to  ensure 
compliance  with  these  Regulations. 
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3«  Gypsies 

In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  the  County  Council 
have  been  negotiating  with  various  District  Councils  regarding  the  provision  of  suitable  permanent  sites. 
In  the  National  Survey  carried  out  in  March,  1965,  104  families  were  located  in  Gloucestershire  comprising 
408  persons  including  167  children.  One  District  Council  has  now  agreed  to  provide  a site  for  10  - 12 
families,  and  several  other  sites  are  being  actively  considered. 


4.  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

120  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  investigations  under  the  order  and  inspections  of  licenced 
Waste  Food  boiling  plants  to  ensure  compliance.  Eleven  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  10 
revoked  and  3 transferred  to  the  City  of  Gloucester  in  respect  of  those  premises  within  the  area  affected  by 
the  Gloucester  Order,  1966.  There  were  76  licenced  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Included  in  the  visits  were  a number  to  persons  known  to  be  using  waste  food  for  animal  feeding  but 
who  were  entitled  to  exemption  from  licencing  because  of  the  small  number  of  animals  kept.  Advice  was 
given  on  the  necessity  for  properly  boiling  all  waste  food.  Following  these  visits  several  persons  discontinued 
the  use  of  waste  food.  No  visits  were  made  during  the  period  of  restriction  arising  from  the  Foot  and  Mouth 
Disease  epidemic,  but  letters  were  sent  to  all  persons  concerned,  emphasising  the  need  for  strict  compliance 
with  the  Order. 


5.  School  Swimming  Pools 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  31  school  swimming  pools.  At  each  visit,  field  tests  were  carried  out  to 
determine  the  pH  of  the  water  and  the  level  of  residue  chlorine  in  the  baths. 

All  but  four  of  the  pools  have  filtration  and  chlorination  plants. 
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TABLE  I— BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Estimated 

Live  Births  j 

Still  Births 

Total 

Under  i y 

2ar 

Inf. 

Under 

^ weeks 

Under 

1 week 

Districts 

Population 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Pop. 

Leg. 

Meg. 

Total 

S.B. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Total 
Births 

No. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Pop. 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

Urban 

Charlton  Kings 

Cheltenham  M.B. 

Cirencester 

Kingswood 

Mangotsfield 

Nailsworth 

Stroud 

Tewkesbury  M.B. 

9.730 

75,640 

12,850 

28,710 

23,500 

35840 

18,550 

8,250 

135 

1,092 

204 

595 

341 

70 

329 

179 

5 

150 

14 

26 

24 

3 

20 

16 

140 

1,242 

218 

621 

365 

73 

349 

195 

14.4 

16.4 

17.0 

21.6 
15-5 

19.0 
18.8 

23.6 

1 

11 

2 

12 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

I 

1 

13 

2 

12 

5 

1 

2 

2 

7 

10 

9 

19 

14 

14 

6 

10 

105 

863 

157 

304 

225 

41 

217 

75 

10.8 

n.4 

12.2 

10.6 

9.6 

10.7 

11.7 

9-1 

3 

18 

2 

7 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

I 

I 

5 

20 

2 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

36 

16 

9 

11 

3 

27 

9 

21 

2 

13 

2 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

I 

I 

4 

•4 

2 

4 

1 

3 

3 

29 

11 

9 

6 

3 

9 

15 

1 

9 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

I 

I 

3 

10 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

21 

8 

9 

5 

3 

9 

15 

Total  U.D. 

181,070 

2,945 

258 

3,203 

17-7 

35 

3 

38 

12 

1,987 

II.O 

38 

6 

44 

14 

27 

4 

31 

10 

21 

4 

25 

8 

Rural 

Cheltenham 

Cirencester 

Dursley 

East  Dean 
Gloucester  * 

Lydney 

Newent 

North  Cotswold 

Northleach 

Sodbury 

Stroud 

Tetbury 

Thornbury 

Warm  ley 

West  Dean 

40,360 

15,150 

20,310 

21,080 

41,870 

14,290 

9,260 

20,900 

7,780 

59.050 

29,270 

6,990 

39,060 

23,770 

17,620 

686 

260 

326 

347 

710 

224 

142 

271 

95 

1,246 

467 

124 

853 

409 

259 

35 

15 

27 

55 

10 

5 

16 

12 

56 

34 

7 

59 

10 

20 

721 

271 

341 

374 

765 

234 

147 

287 

107 

1,302 

501 

131 

912 

419 

279 

17-9 

17.9 

16.8 
17-7 

18.3 

16.4 
15-9 
13-7 

13.8 

22.0 

17.1 

18.7 
23.3 
17.6 

15.8 

8 

4 

3 

6 

5 

3 

2 

I 

1 

9 

8 

2 

15 

3 

7 

4 

2 

1 

2 

8 

4 

3 

6 

9 

3 

2 

1 

1 

11 

9 

2 

17 

3 

7 

11 

15 

9 

16 

12 

13 

13 

3 

9 

8 

18 

15 

18 

7 

24 

340 

120 

210 

228 

457 

137 

85 

255 

88 

453 

351 

84 

306 

199 

238 

8.4 

7-9 

10.3 

10.8 

10.9 
9.6 
9.2 

12.2 

n.3 

7-7 

12.0 

12.0 

7.8 

8.4 

13-5 

12 

8 

7 

13 

2 

1 

1 

20 

6 

4 

11 

7 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1 

10 

10 

14 

1 

3 

1 

1 

22 

7 

4 

13 

8 

3 

17 

4 

29 

27 

18 

4 

20 

3 

9 

17 

14 

31 

14 

19 

11 

7 

3 

3 

9 

1 

1 

1 

16 

4 

2 

8 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

4 

6 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18 

5 

2 

10 

7 

2 

10 

12 

16 

13 

4 

7 

3 

9 

14 

10 

15 

11 

17 

7 

6 

3 

3 

8 

1 

1 

1 

12 

4 

2 

5 

5 

1 

I 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

4 

6 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

5 

2 

7 

5 

1 

8 

12 

16 

12 

4 

7 

3 

9 

11 

10 

15 

8 

12 

4 

Total  R.D. 

366,760 

6,419 

372 

6,791 

18.5 

77 

9 

86 

13 

3,551 

9-7 

! 96 

14 

no 

16 

63 

12 

75 

11 

52 

11 

63 

9 

County  Totals 

547,830 

9,3*4 

63O 

9,994 

18.2 

1 12 

12 

124 

12 

5,538 

IO.I 

j 134 

20 

154 

15 

90 

16 

106 

11 

73 

15 

88 

9 

♦As  there  was  a change  of  boundary  during  1967  the  statistics  shown  represent  the  events 
assigned  to  the  area  within  the  boundaries  as  they  existed  at  the  date  of  registration  ot 
each  event.  To  allow  calculation  of  valid  birth  and  death  rates  the  figure  shown  under 
“ Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  ” is  a weighted  average  of  the  mid-year  population  of 
the  area  as  constituted  before  and  after  the  change. 
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TABLE  II— SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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Districts 

Urban 

Charlton  Kings 

Cheltenham  M.B. 
Cirencester 

Kingswood 

Mangotsfield 

Nailsworth 

Stroud 

T e wkesbury  M.B. 

Totals  U.D. 

Rural 

Cheltenham  ... 

Cirencester 

Dursley 

East  Dean 

Gloucester 

Lydney 

Newent 

North  Cotswold 

Northleach 

Sodbury 

Stroud 

Tetbury 

Thornbury 

Warmley 

West  Dean 

Totals  R.D. 

County  Totals 
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TABLE  III — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 
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